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ECZEMA. 


Tue first case, Gentlemen, to which I 
will direct your attention, was one of cuta- 
neous disease affecting the hands. It was 
an inflammatory disease of the skin, attend- 
ed with heat, swelling, smarting, and ting- 
ling. It was a vesicular disease—that is 
to say, there was a secretion under the 
cuticle of a watery character. 


In cutaneous diseases, the best mode 
is, first, to see whether the affection is 
inflammatory or not; and when you 
have ascertained that it is infiamma- 
tory, for instance, thea you must examine 
whether it is a scaly disease—or dis- 
ease attended by the formation of matter, 
pustular—or whether with a secretion of 
serum, vesicular. This was an inflamma- 
tory disease clearly, and then, as the secre- 
tion was a thin, clear fluid, it was a vesi- 
cular disease. 

This disease was what is called by Wil- 
lan, eczema. ‘here is considerable heat and 
irritation—frequentl y the skin is dry, and 
then again sometimes there is a consider- 
able degree of moisture. It is very fre- 
quently” seen in the hands only, and very 
frequently it extends over the whole body. 

Treatment.—The most successful mode of 
treating it that 1 have seen, has been to 
treat it without a specific remedy, without 
attempting to employ a specific, but to 
treat it on the common principles of in- 
flammation—that is to say, bleeding the 
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patient, generally or locally by means of 
leeches, applying cold to the parts, keeping 
the patient on low diet, purging him and 
giving him mercury. This mode of treat, 
ment was exceedingly successful in this in- 
stance. The woman was et. 25, had her 
bands in a dreadful state, full of cracks, 
which had continued for eight months. She 
was in the hospital five years ago with the 
same complaint. I had her bled to a pint, 
and she took three grains of calomel every 
day. It was necessary to bleed her on two 
nt to a pint each time, 
she was put on slops, and cold water was 
applied to the hands. The irritation being 
very great, and the itching being very 
troublesome to her, a small quantity of 
hydrocyanic acid was applied—that is, a 
drachm of the common hydrocyanic acid 
used in the shops to a pint of water. If you 
employ more than this, you will very fre- 
quently fimd that hydrocyanic acid, though 
a deadly poison fiom its sedative proper- 
ces great tingling, for many of 
powerful sedatives are active 
Tobacco, for imstance, is not 
ystrong sedative, able to take away 
tit is also acrid, and will make the 
and nose smart ; aad so hydrocyanic 
acid, if not properly diluted when applied 
to an inflamed surface, will produce ex- 
treme tingling and irritation, Very fre- 
quently a drachm to a pint is as much as 
can be borne. | have continually applied 
it stronger than this, but then 1 have in- 
creased it by degrees. 

In this torm of cutaneous disease, mer- 
cury is exceedingly useful. There are many 
forms of cutaneous disease in which it is 
not useful, but in this, which seems little 
more than inflammation of the skin, | know 
it to be exceedingly beneticial. T bis woman 
never had a violent affection of the mouth, 
and of course it was my wish only to pro- 
duce a moderate affection, She at last 
found the parts so stiff, that it became ne- 
cessary to employ an ointment. Now it is 
to be remembered, that in cutaneous dis- 
eases, if you employ the mildest grease, 
you perhaps produce irritation; many skins 
are so peculiar, especially under disease, 
that the mildest ointment, or any sort 


2c 


THE LANCET. 

| 

| 


386. DR. ELLIOTSON ON MORBI 


of grease, will produce great irritation. 
I have seen violent inflammation of the 
hands and arms produced to an extent far 
beyond that to which the greasy substance 
was applied. In some cutaneous diseases, 
however, grease is borne very well, espe- 
cially in those which are not very inflam- 
matory, and where it does produce irritation, 
any substance mixed with the ointment gets 
the credit of being the cause of it, while in 
fact it is the grease which induces it. You 
may change the ointment, but the irritation 
still continues, simply because you still 
employ an ointment, and not on account of 
any particular article it contains. 

But in this woman I found it necessary 
to employ ointment, in quence of the 
parts having become so very stiff, and it 
answered exceedingly well. She had, first, 
calamine, and then zinc, ointment. In this 
kind of eceema confined to the hands, you 
will find that one of the best modes of treat- 
ing it is bleeding at the arm, low diet, cold 
applications, and the exhibition of mercury. 

These diseases are frequently kept up by 
local excitemenat—for instance, by wash- 
ing. Grocers frequently have them, from 


SIMULATI, PSOAS ABSCESS, 


and keeping the bowels open. But very 
often young women come and pretend these 
complaints, and so soon as your back is 
turned they are frisking about. They come 
here merely for the sake of living without 
labour, and I believe that these two cases 
were of that description, 


PSOAS ABSCESS. 
Necessity for careful diagnosis. 

Amongst the men there was a case which 
turned out to be psoas abscess, and it is 
worth while to direct your attention to it, 
because these cases are often mistaken for 
rheumatism, and it is not an easy matter to 

make the distinction in the first instance. 
When this man came, although no col- 
lection of matter could be discovered, I 
suspected that be was labouring under 
| psoas abscess, and gave that opinion. Be- 
fore seeing so many of these cases I have 
been deceived, and supposed that there 
was nothing more than rheumatism, and 
frequently put down lumbago, when the 
case turned out to be one of psoas abscess. 


the irritation caused by sugar. Various|! could make no impression upon the dis- 
occupations in which the hands are ex- | ease, the patient has gradually sunk, until at 
posed to acrid stimulating substances, give | last he has died, and on the autopsy a col- 
. Frise to this disease. It is very common in lection of matter has been found. In this 
washerwomen, on account of the quantity patient I immediately suspected the nature 
of alkali to which they are exposed. After |of the case, and the opiaion I gave has 
we get patients completely well, they go | turned out to be right. 
and wash with acrid soap, and the disease| This was a young man, who said he had 
frequently comes back in a day or two ; but | been complaining for a great length of time 
so long as irritation of that kind can be kept | Of pain in his back. Now when pain has 
away, they, for the most part, do very well, existed in the back for a considerable pe- 


except when the disease has been of long 
standing, in which case the skin itself be- 
comes so thoroughly predisposed to the dis- 
ease, that it is hardly possible to make any 


great impression upon it. 


MORBI SIMULATI. 


There were two women presented, who 
said they had pain at the pit of the stomach, 
great distention, great uneasiness, and all 
sorts of indescribable things, such as we 
commonly see in young women. Very 
often there is an inflammatory condition of 
the stomach, and by cupping and leeching 
you get them well. They very often, how- 
ever, pretend these things, and that was the 
case with two womea who were here some 
little time since. 1 had reason to suspect 
there was nothing the matter with them, 
and they went out. I will not dwell upon 
their cases. You frequently see cases of 
common gastritis, where there is pair on 
pressure on the epigastrium, faintness and 
acidity, and the patients tell you so. These 


| riod, when it occurs in young persons, and 
|they have a scrofulous look, as was the 
| case in this instance, it is always a matter 
of suspicion. I asked him if he was not 
thinner than formerly? to which he re- 
plied, ‘* Yes.” Whether he was not par- 
ticularly weak? He replied, Yes.” When- 
ever you see young persons with long-con- 
tinued pain in the back, emaciation taking 
place, and increasing debility, it is always 
| better to suspect that there is some forma- 
tion of matter that will cause either what 
is called a lumbar or a psoas abscess, After 
he had been here about a fortnight, all at 
once a large swelling was found in the groin 
of the left side, in which fluctuation was 
perceived, The nature of the case now 
became perfectly clear, and I requested 
Mr. Green to take charge of him, who has 
ordered an issue, It isa bad case, and pro- 
bably will prove fatal. 

1 only mention the case in order to put 
you on your guard, when patients complain 
of pain in the back, I recollect two in- 
stances of persons complaining of pain of 


will get well by the repeated application of/ this description—pain which was just like 


leeches, the admiuistration of prussic acid, 


rheumatism, and nothing more could be 
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made of it One of them died suddenly,|some time after the obstruction has been 
and we found an aneurism of the aorta just | removed, before the bile escapes from the 
above the bifurcation, which gave rise to| blood, and, therefore, afler the cause of 
no tumour, but pain in the back. Iremem- jaundice has been removed, nothing is more 
ber another case of pain in the back, but on common than to see the yellowness of the 
closely examining the parts I found a pul-| skin last some time. 

sating tumour in the lower part of the Goa) 1 could discover nothing more in this 
and the case was given over. It turned | case, than that the patient had got a slight 
out to be aneurism of the aorta just below degree of jaundice, which remained after a 
the diaphragm, so that it extended all} severe attack of that complaint, for which 
down, formed an immense sac, gave rise to | he had been treated at St. Bartholomew's 


a pulsating tumour io the loins, and at last 
pushed its way under Poupart’s ligament, 
so that the aneurismal sac was of most 
enormous extent. 

Now if beforehand, without a careful 
examination, we say the patient has got a 
pain in his back, and will be well in a few 
days, and the patient dies suddenly, or 
continues no better, and an abscess appears, 
of course the practitioner is liable to be 
considered very ignorant. It is therefore 
a rule with me, whenever a patient com- 
plains of any symptom whatever, to inves- 
tigate that symptom to the bottom, to look 
round, and see whether there are other 
circumstances about the patient, showing 
that the symptom is trifling, or something 
serious. Now in this man the pain in the 
back excited my suspicion, on account of his 
being emaciated, on account of its long 
continuance and his great debility ; and he 
had not been here a fortnight before a tu- 
mour appeared about the left groia. 


ANEMIA, WITH JAUNDICE. 


There were two cases which proved fatal, 
and which were very interesting varieties of 
disease, not for the most part much de- 
scribed in medical books. 

The first was that of an instance of the 
disease called anemia, in which the blood 
is not perfectly formed. This is compara- 
tively a rare disease, and in this case it was 
made a little obscure by the circumstance of 
the individual having jaundice. 

The patient was a man etat. 44, who said 
that he had been ill five months with jaun- 
dice, for which he had been a patient in St. 
Bartholomew’s Hospital. The jaundice 
just existed sufficiently for me to say that 
he was jaundiced, and no\more. He was 
pale and sallow throughout,—not exactly 
yellow, but pale, and just slightly sallow : 
the white of his eyes, however, had decided- 
ly a yellow tinge. It appeared that he had 
pain on pressure over the liver, and I cer- 
tainly felt the liver full and hard. There 
was no obstruction to the bile at the time, 
for his motions were yellow. It is very 
common when there is jaundice, for the 
motions to become yellow, for the obstruc- 
tion to be entirely removed, and yet the 


yellowness of the surface remain, It is| 


| Hospital, and that he had also anemia. 

| Treatment.—The liver was larger and 
firmer than it ought to be, and there was 
also a little tenderness, not, however, suf- 
ficient for me to think of bleeding him ; for 
he complained of considerable weakness, 
and I therefore contented myself with ex- 
| hibiting two grains of calomel every night, 
and rubbing iodine ointment over the liver. 
The jaundice entirely disappeared, the 
yellowness of his eyes went off, but the 
man gained no ground. I then observed 
that the skin retained its former appearance, 
that he became paler, that his lips were pale, 
that his pulse was becoming weaker and 
sharp, and he complained of extreme debi- 
lity. The sharpness of the pulse increased, 
the eves now became very white, and he 
complained likewise of throbbing in the 
head, extreme fulness about the pit of the 
stomach, a sense of great exhaustion, and 
sometimes palpitation. I had a small 
quantity of blood, about an ounce, taken 
away for the purpose of examining it, and 
it was found to be far less firm than it 
should be. There was also a slight bellows 
sound in the region of the heart, just as is 
the case when a patient has lost a great 
deal of blood, or the blood has become 
watery, 

It struck me now, that although the 
jaundice had been got the better of, he was 
in a state of anemia, notwithstanding he bad 
lost no blood before he came in, as far as 1 
know, and | had none taken away excepting 
about an ounce, for the purpose of examining 
it. He was allowed meat and porter every 
day, and I ordered him full doses of car- 
bonate of iron. His mind wasa little dis- 
turbed; he bad not full command of him- 
self; he was not altogether reasonable at 
all times, at least there was a little weak- 
ness of mind shown, and he became weaker 
|and weaker. Still I could discover no or- 

ganic disease, excepting the fulness and 
| hardness of the liver, which was not very 
|great. Through the imbecility of mind he 
made a number of complaints. 


One day 
he complained of intense pain in the region 
| of the liver, but on pressing bis thigh, he 
made the same complaint with regard to 


that, His weakness, however, increased ; 

his pulse was quick, and he gradually sank. 

Before inspecting him, you will recollect 
2C¢ 


I said f expected to find nothing but in-| 
creased bulk and induration of the liver. 
On opening him, we met with the usual 
rances in this disease, | found nothing | 
more than what I expected. His liver was 
rather too large and indurated, but that 
would not explain the cause of his death. 
The blood in his veins was found exceed- 
ingly watery, almost like red ink, and on 


wounding the inguinal vein, a large quantity | 


of blood came out quite thin, not like pro- 
per blood, very little better than red ink. 


The heart was flabby and intensely pale, | 
and the vessels of the pia mater nearly | with which I am acquainted, and improves 


destitute of blood, and there was a great. 


paleness of the whole body. No organic 
disease was found ; the mesenteric glands 
were perhaps a little larger than usual, but 
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they were not carefully attended to; if an 
omission were made of the medicine or 
anything else. 

You will find a good sporadic case men- 
tioned in the Edinburgh Medico-Chirurgical 
Transactions, by Dr. Combe, which proved 
fatal. It occurred inaman. A variety of 


‘remedies was employed, and iron among 


other things, both the carbonate and the 
sulphate, but they were not carried to any 
great length. In this man iron undoubtedly 
failed altogether. I gave iron because, in 
the first place, it is the most powerful tonic 


the quality of blood more than any other 
tonic. 1 gave it more particularly on ac- 
count of having read Hallé’s history of 
the miners at Auzain, but, as 1 have just 


| observed in this case, it entirely failed. 


that was all. It appeared, so far as the in- 
vestigation went, to be mere bloodlessness. | It is a very extraordinary and a very 

Now this disease has been spoken of by| curious disease. 1 do not know in what 
the French writers under the name of ane- particular part of the body the fault resides, 
mia, and it appears to have arisen on some but so far as one can examine, there is no 
occasions, from external circumstances. You | structural disease necessarily connected with 
will find it mentioned by Halié, the French it. In a case similar to this, the prog- 
physician, that in one of the coal-pit gal-|nosis would be much more unfavourable 
eries at Auzain, near Valenciennes, the | than where it occurred from external cir- 
men were seized first of all with pain in cumstances, as in the case of the miners, 
the bowels, retchine, green stools, thirst,, The disease came on through no fault in 
and wasting for ten or twelve days, and | their constitution, but no doubt on account 
then became bloodless. The white of the of some emanations to which they were 
eye became bluish, the skin soft, and of a| exposed. Their body being fundamentally 
deadly pale wax colour. The inner part | healthy, you had only to remove the ex- 
of the mouth and cheeks was colourless,| citing cause, and then any remedies re- 
the pulse rather full, and easily excited.| quired to remove the disease would have 
That is always the case, even after blood- | fair play, and the disease was, as we see, 
lessness from loss of blood. The respiration cured. But in this individual it arose, so 
was hurried on the least exertion, and || far as I could judge, not from exposure to 
dare say, that if they had listened they|any external injurious influence, but to 
would have found a bellows sound in the| some absolute deficient power in the consti- 
That was observed in the patient} tion, and that, of course, is more difficult 
who came here after a loss of blood from | to remove. It is a disease which you will 
flooding, oecasioned by disease of the womb. ! not see every day, and | believe it is not 
This man was in a state of bloodlessness| understood; but what the disease was is 
from the want of the formation of blood,/certain, by comparing all the symptoms 
aod he had constant thirst, the same as the| with the detail of symptoms given by 
people in France, and likewise a-deme of| authors ; and the opinion that I gave, that 
the legs, ‘The symptoms perfectly agreed | we should find all the internal parts sound, 
with those mentioned by Hallé, as having | except the liver, turned out to be correct. 
oceurred in the coal-pit works at Auzain. |The liver only was enlarged, and that was 

It was found there that iron was the| self-evident before death. 
remedy for the disease; they gave what 
they called limaille porphorysce, a Freneh gros 
daily, with opiates and tonics, and the 
patients gotwell. They first gave mercury, 
but as this was not aninflammatory disease,|direct your attention, is one which you 
the mercury was found to do great barm: it! will not see every day. Unfortunately it 
was found to destroy the patients ; butafter! is a dreadful disease, and one which | have 
giving iron in this free manner, they im-/| never seen cured, though 1 believe it has 
proved in eight or ten days. Those who sometimes been recovered from. It is the 
were opened among the miners disclosed ' case of a child who had gangrene of the 
nothing but bloodlessness of all the internal | face, but I will read it from the note book. 
parts, It was just the same here. The| A. B., wtat. 7, was admitted on the 15th 
affection of the liver was nothing. It was| November. The mother stated that she 
found that the miners relapsed readily if lived in Bethnal-green road. About a 


heart. 


CANCRUM ORITS, 
The other case to which I am anxious to 
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month ago the child was attacked with! says, “ The most formidable variety of the 
scarlet fever, which it had caught from | disease is that whieh occurs in children be- 


some children in the house. She took 
her to some medical man in the neighbour- 
hood who gave her some powders ‘for the | 
child, but rhs the powders consisted of 
she did not know. On the decline of the 
fever, which lasted about ten days, the child’s 
mouth became sore, the ulceration extend- 
ing along the alveolar process of the upper | 
jaw, the teeth of which fell out. The next 
morning there were two black spots, one 
on the upper lip near the right ala nasi, 
and another on the lower lip, about a 
quarter of an inch below the right angle 
of the mouth. The lips and tongue ap- 

ared black, at least so much of t 
atter as could be seen, the child not 
being able to protrude it far. There was 
great thirst, no appetite, a costive state 
of the bowels ; pulse weak, soft, and quick, 
100 ; great emaciation of body. Un the 16th, 
next day, tbe ulceration and sloughing had 
extended considerably in the palate. The 
black spots were about the size of a shil- 
ling. The lower one had gone entirely 
through into the gum ; the other appeared 
to communicate with the mouth. The right 
side of the face was much swollen and in- 
flamed. On the 17th, the sloughing and 
ulceration spread to about the size of half-a- 
crown, including a great part of the right 
ala of the nose; the one on the lower jaw 
did not appear to have extended so far. 
On the 19th the sloughing and ulceration 
still extending very fast. The poor child 
could not bear the least light, and drew the 
sheet over the face. She did not appear to be 
in much pain, The part was washed with a 
strong solution of nitrate of silver, which 
caused great pain without doing any good, 
so that 1 did not useit again. On the 21st 
the part began to look horrible ; the gan- 
grenous erosion continued to extend ; nearly 
the whole of the cheek was now sloughed 
away, and the sloughing made its way fast 
to the corner of the eye. On the 24th the 
eye had become affected; the sloughing 
continued ; the unfortunate child did not 
appear to suffer much, considering the ex- 
tent and nature of the disease. It took 
nothing but beef tea ; the pulse small, 116. 
On the 27th the sloughing had destroyed 
more than one-half of the nose, extended 
up to the inner canthus of the eye, and had | 
destroyed entirely the under eye-lid. ‘I he 
ulcer on the upper lip had extended to the 
sloughing on the lower, and entirely de- 
stroyed the parts. On the 28th the child | 
died, 

Now you will see a very excellent de- 
scription of this disease in the Dublin Hos- 
pital Reports, vol. the fourth, by Dr. Cum- 
ming. He considers that this is a variety of | 
what some writers call cancrum oris, He 


tween twenty months and seven yécrs of 
jage.” This ‘child was seven years oft. 
‘The subjects of this form of the disease are 
| generally of a pale, sallow, or bloated, un- 
‘health appearance. They have most of 
them laboured under more or less irre- 
| gularity of the bowels; and as they are 
| almost exclusively the children of the poor, 
it may be naturally supposed, that deficient 
‘or improper food, scanty clothing, and im- 
|pure air, may have materially contributed 
|to its production. In every instance of this 
affection that 1 have met with, the consti- 
| tution had been much debilitated by the ex- 


e jistence of previous and loug-subsisting 


disease. In two cases that fell under my 
observation, the disease occurred as a se- 
quela of measles ; in another, the advanced 
stage of dysentery ; ina fourth, upon the 
termination ofinfantile remittent fever ; butit 
is more generally cbserved at the close of the 
exanthemata than at that of any of the other 
acute affections to which children are liable. 
Dr. Marshal! Hall, who has inserted a paper 
upon the disease in question, in the 15th 
volume of the Edinburgh Medical and Surgi- 
cal Journal, states,that in alljthe cases which 
have come to his knowledge, this affection 
had been preceded by fever, acute disorder 
of the digestive organs, typhus, inflamma- 
tion of the lungs, variola, rubeola, or scar- 
latina. This affection would, therefore, 
appear, says Dr. Hall, to be in some mea- 
sure the consequence of the exhaustion, 
debility, or irritation, produced by previous 
disease. Huxham witnessed a similar af- 
fection as a consequence of measles. In his 
Report for July 1745, he observes, ‘‘ 1 have 
more than once during this month witnessed 
a mortification of the mouth and fauces, and 
besides a caries of the cheek and os vomeris 
which occasioned a very painful kind of 
death, and that too after the measles.” Dr. 
| Willan remarks, in relation to scarlatina, 

«In one infant, about the eleventh month, a 


| considerable erysipelatous swelling affected 
the left cheek, and within three days pro- 


|duced a deep gangrenous eschar.”” Most 
of the cases which I have seen followed 
scarlatina. 

** In this variety of the disease, the ul- 
ceration is generally confined to one side of 
the mouth. Sometimes one, but more fre- 

| quently both gums are attacked, and the 
| ulceration, which is extremely foul, and at- 
| tended with fetor, spreads rapidly to the lips 
jand cheeks, and seems to destroy partly by 
gangrene and partly by absorption. Should 
the disease continue its progress, the teeth 
fall out in consequence of the destruction of 
the gums and alveolary processes ; and in 
some cases the jaw-bone itself is destroyed ; 
|* that should the patient survive, no teeth 


iq 
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I said F euparted to find nothing but in-|they were not carefully attended to; if an 
creased bulk and induration of the liver. {omission were made of the medicine or 
On opening him, we met. with the usual | anything else, Bi 
appearances in this disease. I found nothing} You. will find a good sporadic case men- 
more than what I expected, His liver was | tioned in the Edinburgh Medico-Chirurgical 
rather too large and indurated, but that| Transactions, by Dr. ey which proved 
would not explain the cause of his death, | fatal. It occurred in aman. A variety of 
The blood in his veins was found exceed-|remedies. was employed, and iron 
ingly watery, almost like red ink, and on|other things, both the carbonate and the 
wounding the inguinal vein, alarge quantity | sulphate, but they were not carried to any 
of blood came out quite thin, not like pro: | tlength. In this man iron undoubtedly 
per. Heed, very little better than red ink.| failed altogether. I gave iron because, in 
heart was flabby and intensely pale, | the first place, it is the most powerful tonic 


and the vessels of the pia mater nearly 
destitute of blood, and there was a great 
paleness of the whole body, No organic 
li was found ; the g 

were perhaps a little larger usual, but 
that was all. It appeared, so far as the in- 


with which I am acquainted, and improves 
the quality of blood more than any other 
tonic. I gaye it more particularly on ac. 
count of having read Hallé’s history of 
the mivers at Auzain, but, as I have just 
observed in this case, it entirely failed. 


vestigation went, to be mere bloodlessness,} It is a very extraord and a very 

Now this disease has been spoken of by|curious disease. I do not know in what 
the French writers under the name of ane- postion part of the body the fault resides, 
mia, and it appears to have arisen on some | but so far as one can examine, there is no 
occasions, from external circumstances. You | structural disease necessarily connectedwith 
will find it mentioned by Hallé, the French it. In a case similar to this, the prog- 
physician, that in one of the coal-pit gal-|nosis would be much more unfavourable 
eries at Auzain, near Valenciennes, the | than where it occurred from external, cir- 
men were seized first of all with pain in| cumstances, as in the case of the miners, 
the bowels, retching, green stools, thirst,|The disease came on through no fault.ia 


and wasting for teu or twelye days, and | their constitution, but no doubt on account 


then became bloodless. The white of the 
eye became bluish, the skin soft, and of a 
deadly pale wax colour. The inner part 
of the mouth and cheeks was colourless, 
the pulse rather full, and easily excited, 
jos is always the case, even after blood- 

ssness from logs of blood, The respiration 
was hurried on the least exertion, and | 
dare say, that if they had listened they 
would te found a bellows sound in the 
heart... That was observed in the patient 
who came here after a loss of blood from 
flooding, oecasioned by disease of the womb, 
This man was in a state of bloodlessness 
from the want of the formation of blood, 
and he had constant thirst, the same as the 
Reople in France, and likewise adema of 

e legs, The symptoms perfectly agreed 
with those menti by Hallé, as having 
occurred in the coal-pit works at Auzain, 

It was found there that iron was the 
remedy for the disease; they gave what 
they called limaille porphorysce, a Freneh gros 
daily, with opiates and tonics, and the 
pace gotwell. They first gave mercury, 

t as this was not aninflammatory disease, 
the mercury was found to do great harm: it 
was found to destroy the patients ; but after 
giving iron in this free manner, they im- 
proved in eight or ten days. Those who, 
were opened among the miners disclosed 
nothing but bloodlessness of all the internal 

It was just the same here. The 


of some emanations to which they were 
exposed, Their body being fundaméntally 
healthy, you had only to remove the ex- 
citing cause, and then any remedies rer 
ye to remove the disease would hare 
air play, and the disease was, as we see, 
cured. But in this individual it arose, so 
far as I could judge, not from exposure to 
auy external injurious influence, but to 
some absolute deficient power in the consti- 
tion, and that, of course, is more difficult 
to remove. It is a disease which you will 
not see every day, and I believe it is not. 
understood; but what the disease was is, 
certain, by comparing all the symptoms 
with the detail of symptoms given by 
authors ; and Resp Sue 5 gave, that 
we should find all the internal parts souad, 
except the liver, turned out to be correct. 
The liver only was enlarged, and that was 
self-evident before death. 


CANCRUM ORIS, 


The other case to which I am anxious 0 
direct your attention, is one which you 
will not see every day. Unfortunately it 
is a dreadful disease, and one which L 
never seen cured, though I believe it has 
sometimes been recovered from. It is 
case of a child who had gangrene of the 
face, but I will read it from the note book. 

A. B., etat. 7, was admitred on the 15th 


parts. 
affection of the liver was nothing. It was 
found that the miners ‘depool 


readily if 


November. The mother stated that she 
lived in Bethnal-green road. About 4 
i 
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month the child was attacked with 
searlet fever, which it bad caught’ from 
some children in the house.” She todk 
her to some medical man in thé neighbour- 
hood who gave her some powders for the 
child, but what’ the powders consisted of 
she did not ‘know. the decline of the 
fever, which lasted about ten diys, the child’s 
mouth became sore, 
ing along the alveolar process of the upper 
ie, teeth of which fell’ont. The 
motning there were two black spots, ‘one 
o the upper lip near the right ala nasi, 
and another on ip, a 
quarter of an inc low the right 
of the mouth. The lips and tongue ap- 

black, at least so much of mf 

as could be seen, the child ‘not 
being able to protrude it far. There was 
great thirst, no appetite, a costive state 
of the bowels ; pulse weak, soft, and quick, 
100; great emaciation of body. On the 16th, 
next day, the ulceration and sloughing had 
extended considerably in the palate. “The 
black spots were about the size of a shil- 
ling. The lower one ‘had gone’ entirely 
through into the gum ; the pther appeared 
tocommunitate with the mot Thévight 
sidé of the face Was much swollen ‘and in- 
famed: On the 17th, the ‘sloughing and 
ubération' spread to about the ‘size of‘half-a- 
ctowh, including’ a great part of the right 
wa of the’nose ; the one on the lower jaw 
did’ not’ ap to havé extended so far. 
On’ the 19th ‘tlie sloughing ‘and ‘ulceration 
sti ‘extending* st. The r child 
could tiot bear the least light, and drew the 
sheet over the facé. She did not appear to’ be 
inmich pein.’ The part was washed with a’ 
strong ‘of nittate of silver, Which 
caused great pain’ without doing-any ‘good, 


sothat'l didnot use it agai. On the 


the'part ‘began to’ léok horrible ; the 
gtehous erosion contitiued to extend; néarly 
the WHole “of the cheék was’ now sloughed 
and the sloughing made its way fast 

the corner-of the ‘eye. On the 24th the” 
eve “become ‘affected >the ‘sloughing 
continued ; the uiifortunate child not’ 
appearto suffer much, considering the ex- 
lent’ and nature’ of the disease. “It took 
nothing but beef tea ; the pulse small, 116." 
Onthe 27th the sloughing had destroyed 
more than one-balf of the nose, extended 
up to the inner canthus of the eye, and had 
entirely the ander eye-lid. ‘The 
uber on the upper lip had extended to the 
the lower, ‘and éntirely de- 
parts. On the 28th the child 


Now you will see a very excellent de. 
‘ription of this disease in the Dublin Hos- 
tal Reports, vol. the fourth, by Dr. Cum- 
ming. He considers that this is a variety of 


Some writers call cancrumoris, He 


says, ‘‘ The most formidable variety of the 
disease is that whieh occurs in children be- 
tween twenty months and seven years of 
i This child was seven years old. 
subjects of this form of the disease are 
petty of a pale, sallow, or bloated, un- 
appearance. They have most of 
them laboured under more or less irre- 
gularity of the bowels; and as they are 
almost ype the children of the poor, 
it may be naturally supposed, that deficient 
or improper food, scanty clothing, and im- 
pure air, may have materially contributed 
to its uction. In every instance of this 
affection that I haye met with, the consti- 
tution had been much debilitated by the ex- 
istence of previous and long-subsisting 
disease, In two cases that fell under my 
observation, the disease occurred as a se- 
quela of measles ; in another, the 
stage of dysentery ; in a fourth, upon the 
termination ofinfantile remittent fever; but it 
is more generally observed at the close of the 
éxanthemata than at that of any of the other 
acute affections to which children are liable. 
Dr: Marshall Hall, who has inserted a paper 
upon the disease in question, in the 15th 
volume of the Edinburgh Medical and Surgi- 
cal Journal, states,that in all{the cases which 
havé come to his knowledge, this affection 
hai been preceded by fever, acute disorder 
of the digestive organs, typhus, inflamma- 
tion of the Tangs, ‘variola, rabeola, or scar- 
a s Dr. » to in some mea- 
tience ‘of the exhaustion, 
debility, dr irritation, produced by previous 
disedse. Huxham ‘witnesséd 4 similar af- 
fection as a consequence of measles. Inhis 
Report for July 1745, he observes, ‘‘ 1 have 
more than orice during this month witnessed 
a mortificution of the mouth and fauces, and 
besides  caries‘of the cheek and os vomeris 
which’ dccasidned ‘a Mes kind of 
death, and’ that too after measles,” Dr, 
Willan remarks, in réldtion to scarlatina, 
“In one infant, about the eleventh month, a 
considerable erysipelatous swelling affected 
the'left cheek, and within three days pro- 
duced ‘a deep eschar.” Most 
of the cases which I have seen followed 
séarlatina. 

“In this variety of the disease, the ul- 
ceration is generally confined to one side of 
the mouth. Sometimes one, but more fre- 
quently both gums are attacked, and the 
ulceration, which is extremely foul, and at- 
tended with fetor, spreads rapidly to the lips 
and cheeks, and seems to destroy partly by 
gangrete and partly by absorption. Should 
the disease continue its progress, the teeth 
fall out in consequence of the destraction of 
the gums and alveolary processes in 
some cases the jaw-bone itself is destroyed ; 
so that should the patient survive, no teeth 


; and 
estro’ 


2 


| 
if an | 
ine or 
men- 
irgical 
proved 
lety.of 
any 
use, 1D | 
tonic 
proves 
other 
on. ac- 
ry of 
e 
the 
sides, 
no 
dwith 
prog- 
urable 
il cir- 
niners, 
ult in 
ccount 
“were 
tally 
Ter 
have 
se, 80 
ure to 
jut te 
‘onsti- 
ficult 
is not | 
ras 
on by 
that 
ound, 
rect. 
jt waa 
i 
ous 
| 
aed, 
| 
AL 


are afterwards found in that side of the 
mouth. The tongue, from its contiguity to 
the gums, takes on a similar diseased action, 
and is either wholly or partially destroyed, 
while the cheeks and lips, being sometimes 
eaten away, the bare jaw-bone and inside of 
the mouth are exposed to the view, ex- 
hibiting the most loathsome and horrible 
appearance that can be conceived. As the 
disease advances, the salivation and fetor 
increase, but generally before the destruc- 
tion of Ee been carried to the extent 
I have described, the patient is carried off 
by a species of low fever and diarrhea, 
analogous to that which supervenes on gan- 
grene of any other part of the body,” 

Now Dr. Cumming says, that there are 
three varieties of the disease, one in which 
the gums are the first part affected ; the 
become purplish and spongy, and wit 
a treatment many of these cases do 
well. He describes a second, such as | 
have now mentioned. And he describes a 
third kind, which is confined principally to 
the cheek or lips in the first instance. “ The 
third kind commences by ulceration of the 
lining membranes of the cheek or lips, 
which is soon followed by that hard, red, 
shining, and circumscribed swelling, which 
if the marked action be not arrested will 
speedily pass into gangrene. This last form 
of the Sines occurs sometimes in the pu- 
dendum of children, and I have myself seen 
two or three instances of it. There was a 
very faithful and excellent description of it 
in the Medico-Chirurgical Transactions by 
Mr. Kinder Wood.” 

It has been supposed that this disease 
arises from the exhibition of mercury, and 
sometimes it does, Whec mercury 

given in excess, or when by misfortune, no 
one being to blame, the mouth becomes 
violently affected from idiosyncracy, and it 
ag that the remedy produces far more 
effect than intended, ulceration and 
gangrene the gums and cheek may 
certainly take place. In many instances 
of this disease where it has occurred after 
measles and scarlatina, more or less mer- 
cury had been given, Whether any mercury 
was given to this child Ido not know, but 
some. white powders were exhibited. It 
would appear, however, that the disease 
may occur independently of mercury. Some- 
times it may arise from mercury having pre- 
disposed the system to it; but it appears 
from the experience of others, that the dis- 
ease will sometimes occur when no mercury 
has been given at all, or givenin a quantity 
far too small to produce any such affection, 
or at least where the mercury did not pro- 
duce its specific effects, so that disease 
could not be ascribed to it. Certainly 
when the disease has occurred in the pu- 
dendum, one could not ascribe it to the 
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mercury. and I have no doubt whatever 
myself that it is an affection which very fre. 
quently takes place without any connexion 
whatever with mercury. 


Treatment.—In regard to the treatment 
of the disease when it is confined merely tp 
the gums, and does not pe to any such 
extentas in this case, does not involve the 
cheeks, it is very frequently cured. But as 
to the form of the disease which occurred in 
this poor child, where it occurred in the 
cheeks first or nearly as early as in the 
tongue, and is attended with great: in. 
duration and great heat and swelling, almost 
from the very beginning, I believe that 
very little good can be done. Now and 
then cases are said to be cured, but I myself 
have not been so unfortunate. The proper 
treatment is to give tonics to as great an 
extent as possible. I have made it a point 
in all cases to give sulphate of quinine in the 
largest quantity that could exhibit it, good 
nourishment, strong beef-tea, wine, porter, 
and every description of nutritious food, 
In the instance of the child before us, 
knowing the good effects of nitrate of 
silver in some cases, I ordered a solution 
to be powerfully applied, but it did no good, 
on the contrary, it produced great ir 6 
and the disease appeared to sprea 
faster for it. I therefore did not think my- 
self justified in desiring a repetition of it. 
Mr. Dease, an eminent surgeon, states, that 
the internal exhibition of muriatic acid, and 
the use of it as a lotion, has frequently cured 
it; and Mr. Wallace, an eminent surgeon 
in Ireland, states, that he has cured many 
of the worst cases by the exhibition of car- 
bonate of ammonia, and the application of 
pure nitric acid to the sore. > 

It is right I should mention this, but 
Dr. Cumming, the author of the paper 
which I have quoted, seems to think that in 
almost every instance the case will prove 
fatal, if it be one of the worst description. 
He says he is aware that cases of recovery 
have occurred in the practice of others, 
but less frequently he strongly suspects than 
is generally imagined ; and when recovery 
does take place after the destructive process 
has gone to the extent I have described, the 
loss of substance can never be repaired, 0 
that the patient becomes an object of de- 
formity through life. “ 

The would appear to consist in 
supporting the patient as much as possible, 
by diet and by = exhibition of rte 

werful tonics, and in paying every 
sible attention to the state of the bowels. 
In regard to the part itself, it would appear 
that the application of pure nitric or mu- 
riatie acid Les sometimes succeeded, bat 
more than this I will not say. 


horrid disease, and I never cured a case 
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i, Iam anxious to impress upon you that 
will take place independently 
carr, because one may condemn prac- 
titioners who have gone before us, and 
think they have given too much mercury, 
but there is no reason to say that the affec- 
tion is unquestionably and necessarily de- 
pendent on mercury, and it undoubtedly 
may occur when nota grain of mercury has 
been given. 


OBSTRUCTION IN THE BOWELS. 


PORCIBLE INJECTIONS OF WARM WATER— 
TOBACCO SMOKE. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancet. 


Sim,—As I consider the principal object 
of your publication, next to private profit, 
tobe the enhancement of practical know- 
ledge in the treatment of disease (although 
I grieve to observe a work dedicated to 
sence, polluted by such frequent personal- 
ities), l offer no apology for attracting the 


under my direction in the case of a youn 
lady of very delicate constitution, in whic 
all the usual remedies had been tried in 
vain; liquid quicksilver had been poured 
down, and although five medical men sur- 
rounded the bed, anxiety, grief, and de- 
spondency, held their melancholy trium- 
virate over the family. I, nevertheless, 
directed the immediate and forcible injec- 
tion of warm water as above; and after 
large quantities had been thrown up with 
unceasing assiduity, the patient complained 
of severe pain midway between the scro- 
biculus cordis and umbilicus, when, shortly 
after desisting from this operation, the 
warm water came away, followed by fwces ; 
the symptoms immediately subsided, and 
she rapidly recovered. 

In some cases I have, of course, been 
disappointed, but the post-mortem examina- 
tion has at least given me the satisfaction 
of ascertaining that art was unavailable (as 
in a case I published in a contemporary 
periodical), In others I have had signal 
success from the injection of tobacco smoke 
—an expedient, of which, in cases of ob- 
structed bowels, the omission is almost 


attention of your readers to the subject of 
that formidable and fatal disease—obstruc- 
tion of the bowels. 

Another case has lately presented itself 
tome, so demonstrative of the efficacy of 
continued and somewhat forcible injection 
of warm water and soap, or warm thin 
gruel, by means of Read’s injecting sy- 
ringe, that I consider it deserving of pub- 
lication. The subject of the case was a 
young man whose bowels had been con- 
fined several days, during which all the 
usual methods of treatment had been tried. 
Purgatives of different kinds had been 
given, and clysters, common and medi- 
cated, had been administered ; the stomach, 
however, had become so irritable, tha 
whatever was swallowed was soon after- 
wards rejected, and the clysters came away 
“unmixed with baser matter.” 

The abd was dist ded, and painful 
om pressure, and nothing but a fatal termi- 
mation was anticipated. Unwilling to irri- 
tate the stomach by more liquids, 1 directed 
apill to be given, composed of two drops of 
croton oil and two of hydrocyanic acid mix- 
edup with liquorice powder,—soon after- 

, large quantities of warm water and 

Soap to be forcibly and assiduously injected 
per anum, introducing the flexible tube 
gently, and as far as it could be insinuated 
without giving pain. Without troubling 
you with an unnecessary detail, suffice it 
toadd that this plan of treatment very soon 
ed—very little pain was suffered, 

the bowels were copiously and satisfactorily 


criminal. As the stomach generally be- 
comes extremely irritable, I have tran- 
uillized it by a blister to the epigastrium, 
and by combining the hydrocyanic acid with 
the medicines I have prescribed, which will 
frequently at once arrest the vomiting. ' 
I am well aware that there is nothing 
very original in what I have in this letter 
advanced ; but as obstruction of the bowels 
is not uncommon, is generally obstinate, 
and frequently fatal, it may be as well to 
encourage perseverance in measures calcu- 
lated to relieve, by the corroboration of 
testimony in their favour. I am, Sir, 
Yours, &c., 
J.C. Baverey, M.D. 


Chelmsford, Dec. 12, 1832. 


LACERATION OF THE PERINEUM SUCCESS+ 
FULLY TREATED BY SUTURE, 


M. Roux has recently detailed to the 
Academy of Paris the particulars of a case 
of laceration of the perineum and recto- 
vaginal inter-communication,in consequence 
of awkwardness in the use of the forceps. 
The case was treated by suture, and termi- 
nated successfully in about a month. 


M. Aureert’s Prize, for the essay on a 
natural classification of diseases, has been 
gained by Dr. Paget, author of the excel- 


relieved, and the patient is nearly well. 
This practice was equally 


lent essay on diseases of the heart which 
recently noticed in Tue Lancer, 
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“mended, I leave to its slow and silent, 


hostility evinced against one whose whole 


will condescend to give insertion to 


trated, or its vitab action impaired, b 
ai routine: Beadible thes the rode Though 1 have incidentally mentioned 


““ntents of a Jemter, is buta counterpart of the 
'‘stepticism that-has followed many of those 


Dlessed mankind: A less fortunate issue | 


‘domes to 


i LETTER PROM AN AUTHOR. . 
la 


mo” 


AND NITRE 18 MATION PROX 


anv? _ 
Editor of Tar Lancer. 
Sir,—Your not having noticed in your 
critical series, the second edition in octavo, 
of my “ Treatise on Pulmonary Consump- 
¢’ is a circumstance by no means cal- 
culated to surprise me; it is rather in 
keeping with the treatment I have received 
at the hands of others, and which I have 
duly noticed in. my preliminary remarks on 
these would-be critical strictures.* 
ry am, get of common courtesy, perhaps, 


this ; and allow me to repeat, that the prin-’ 
¢iples, propounded in that treatise have been 
found legitimate and valid by the only tests 
of inductive truth, namely, experience and 
practice. In reference, however, to any 
counter statement, | would here enter my 
rotest against want of success proceeding 

m ignorance of the character of tuber- 
cular consumption, unskilfulness in the 
application of remedial measures, or their 
“adoption as w derniére vessource, or forlorn 
““hope, when ‘the system has: been already 


Ponderibus librata ‘suis!’ may, in strict 
‘justice, be applied to the method recom- 


sure and certain fal triumphs. ‘The 
* lingering fate which awaited the achieve- 


discoveries which bave benefited and 
‘cannot reasonably expect. The ungenerous 


Tife-has been devoted to the cause of philan- 
“‘thropy, might weil have been spared. [ 
‘however, freely forgive, and am anxious 
‘to forget it. 
Allow me, Sir; mow to ask you how it 
y that ever since the date of 
my recommendation of chlorate (oxymuriate ) 
¢ potussa, its employment in medicine has 
advancing remarkable ratio? 
‘Now, ‘pounds weight are in requisition in- 
stead of grains, and the chlorate of potassa 
at the present moment forms a frequent 
PReatty two’ years after the first edition of Dr. 
y's work was reviewed in this journal, we 
‘weeeived a letter from him (or some evidently in- 
timate friend of that gentleman) complaining that it 
not been noticed by us. Compiaint against 
ak Lancer from such an author is hardly fair on 
ition,—the pew matter in 


| 


DR. MURRAY ON PHTHISTS, &c. 


item in the prescriptions of the physi 
Until the in net‘even 
an existence .as a therapeutic: sgentin 

"Materia Medica ;” 
Supplement to the Pharmacoperias, sintply 
records it ag an ingredient in spontantously 
inflammable matches? “In some’ cataryhsl 
affections, in cynanche tonsilaris, ‘it'igin. 
valuable, Ina word, in abating febrile'ind 
inflammatory action it is almost unrivalled, 
In my own family I hail its adoptions 
blessing of which I feel sensible,’ and for 
which I cannot be too grateful. 


It. ap: from your pages, that Dr, 
Hancock is anxious to’ recommend <nitre 
(nitrate of potassa) as an agent calculated 


to allay inflammatory action. It is painful 
for me to confess, that I fear this may in 
some minds be calculated to arouse an un- 
happy suspicion that it is somewhat like a 
desire to att te the medical virtues of 
chlorate of potassa, by establishing ‘ ‘rival 
claim on the part of nitre. The pretensions 
of nitre, however, to this merit, do not ori- 
ginate with Dr. Hancock, and ‘whatever 
may be its amount, it is quite obvious to 
the meanest capacity, that two compounds 
constituted chemically different, cannot pro- 
duce similar effects on the animal economy, 
and the discrepancy is still more notorious 
when considered in relation to muriate of 
soda, which, according to the same’ au- 
thority, operates on the blood like nitre! 


chlorate of potassa as a medical agent of great 
power and value, I hope you will notre- 
present me, as a contemporary editor has 
done, as resting on it alone as eurative in 
tubercular phthisis. Either chlorine or ni- 
trous acid gas must be conjoined with its 


tion, and with the auxiliary treat- 
ment of the medical practitioner (though 
that, injudiciously managed, may al 


counteract the efiects of the chief remedies) 
I presume not to meddle, The following 
must be my apology for waiving a display 
of cases. I. wrote, some time ago, to 
physician, who, J knew, had carried my 
plan into successful practice, and was st 
successfully pursuing it, to favour me with 
his faithful and friendly opinion. Up to 
this moment I have received no answer, Can 
I. therefore, feel otherwise than painfully 
affected with such conduct? or be un- 
anxious to abandon a question ‘for ever, 
which having been the source of much 
anxiety in the first instance, derives from 
collateral points, principles of excitement 
and irritation? I rc this ultimatum will 
be registered in the columns of Tut 
Lancer. I now remain insensible to cen- 
sure or to praise as far us the merit of * not 
answering again” is implied. 

1 confess, Sir, I am rather astonished, 


eoceasiun of a secoud 
which probably eseaped our attention. . Ep. 


with my little work in your possession. and 
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the receipt of which rH acknowledged | tricts I have often felt the same sensations 
‘to. Co 


among your ‘‘ Notices rrespondents,” | of lassitude and languor as when pursuing 
that appear anxious to. award to an extehsivé séries' of &xperiments with a 
in hi Dr. Stevens the. priority of. the inidn, | powerful electrical machine, or when smitten 
8, sintphy that the carbonic acid gus, a product of re | with, the schirecco, on the shores of the 
‘ iration, comes directly as such from the | Mediterraneap. The visegls is remarkable, 
catarrhal being exchanged for similar} call the cholera el hdwd or the pestiléntial 
, ‘itivin. volume of oxygen derived from the inspired | blast. I have the honour to be, Sit, “” 
sbrile und stmosphere, 1 quote an extract from the Your humble servant, 
rivalled frst edition of my work, page 91 (which J. Murray, 
ae appeared before the public early in 1830),| December 8th, 3832...» 
for to show that I had already endeavoured to|. . baoss 
t Nothing in the process of respiration 
“js more ecidedly than an, WESTMINSTER MEDICAL 
i *gannot so well understand how the com- inthe Chair, 
at the oxygen of the atmosphere, shou 18d) 
“ with the intervention of} Mr. Hunt related “a short case’of inter- 
a rival «a delicate film between them; though we | Mittent neyralgia fuciei ‘following’ 4 wound 
tensions “ean at once conceive, the complete in-|,f the eye, in. which strohg doses of ‘the 
not ori- “ terchange, through such a tissue, of oxy. | solution were Buctessfully 
hatever gen. absorbed by the blood, and carbonic}, A large number of genttenven’ attend 
ious to “gcid gas, evolved in return. The ex- the meeting, attracted by’ the’ anmouhce- 
pounds periments of Dutrochet and others serve |ment that che question 
(Ot pro- « satisfactorily to elucidate the point, and | be brought forward this evening. °”'°”: : 


“ i ic id in the}, 
the existence of carbonic acid gas in the, 


onomy, 
Wiha “blood has long been clearly proved,” ‘Then : 

riate of foliows an allusion to the experiments of} The Cwasnmax said, thet no paper bav- 
ne Dr. Edwards of Paris, ing been prepared on. the sgub- 
Ditre! it remained for. the members, to,,de- 

allow me merely to the view of 
cholera sustained by Dr. Harveng of Man- . the 


heim, is remarkably ‘corroborated by a, va- topic:dme: efi: the ideneredly i 


or has 

riety of experiments I have made on the 
ith its medical . press. bad pronounced, its 


drawn a comparison between spasmodic culogy, ‘and. there remained Jittle for him 


“cholera and electricity in their respective 
‘effects on the human say, since the whale profession, mould 
sties) ‘ents goto prove, that, during the presence | b¢ pervaded by-one feeling of respect for 

. ‘of cholera, there is a constant tendency in| ‘¢ memory of a mun who, whatever might 
sabe ‘the atmosphere to the production of acidity, | b¢ the differences, of opinion between him 
apley Which Thad ascribed to the prevalence of |%@4 bis opponents, must, he awarded, the 

toa merit of being one of the most, laborious 
an excess of positive electricity, The results 
communicated to a friend, who, in reply, | #84 philosophical of scientific 
stated the following fuet, which seems in-| Bunnerr, after taking up .andcon- 
tetesting ; and to verify my conclusions. tinuing the eulogy on the departed Spurz- 
p to heim, proceeded to the argument. He 
Can About the period when cholera declined } was: not a ist, but he 
fully in the Potteries, ‘‘there were thunder and | approached the discussion with pleasure, 
un- sheet lightning, and specimens of ale and | for the elicitation of truth. . There, were 
ver, . porter, previously sour, were restored in a} some points: requisite to be settled on first 
auch considerable degree.” My very humble} setting out. One of these was the name of 
from jon is, as deduced from experiments} the science. Cranio-logy bad formerly been 
nent (baving no preconcocted theory to support),| the vogue, but now Shamaleonersh the 
will that the proximate cause of cholera is| science of the mind—was adopted as the 
lus based in a morbid or unnatural condition of | correct nomenclature. Now he called on 
"en the atmosphere, in connexion with its elee-| those phrenologists who were . present, for 
not tric character, and which may be suspended, | a definition of the seience—whether or not 
modified, or aggravated, by peculiarendemic | its object was properly denominated the 
ed, or local circumstances, geological, minera-| study of the mind. Secondly, he. would 
we logical, and bygrometric. In cholera dis-| observe, that if the general principles of the 


| 
! 
il 
i} 

| 


of the eerebral mass. 


men in the room upon whom he might ex- 


= that the mantle of Spurzheim had 
n, 


len, and he hoped that they would not 
be backward in an exposition of his doc- 
trines. 
Mr. Hunt was very desirous that the 
question should be pursued only within the 
limits of its medical relationship, which he 
regarded as affording quite sufficient scope ; 
nothing could be more interesting than the 
consideration of the treatment of diseases 
rd the —_ to which doubtless phreno- 
ight bring much light. 

» os in answer to Mr. Bur- 
nett, said, as we understood, that phre- 
nology was considered by its followers as 
the science which teaches a knowledge of 
the qualities of mind from the development 
of the organ of mind—the brain ; and this 
knowledge was derived from a large col- 
lection of facts and observations. 
Mr. Burnett agreed in the propriety of 
this definition, and called upon the last 
speaker, since he had advanced one step, 
to proceed still further. This, however, 
was prevented by 
Mr. De Vitte, who, after a brief in- 
troduction, proceeded to relate some 
singular circumstances which had happen- 
ed to him asa pbrenologist. In a visit 
which he paid to Haslar Hospital, a man 
was brought in from H. M.S. Ganges, and 
he was requested to write on a sheet of 
rt his ideas of the sailor’s character, 

"his was done in the presence of many me- 
dical witnesses whose names were men- 
tioned, He pointed out two organs as ex- 
ceedingly developed, and which, in a state 
of inflammation, would give the prominent 
to madness. These organs were 

self-esteem and philoprogenitiveness. This 
corresponded with what was afterwards an- 
nounced, for the sailor had often been pu- 
nished for wild conduct when disappointed 
in his eager endeavours to distinguish him- 
self; and, moreover, from some misconcep- 
tion of danger to his son, had endeavour- 
ed to put an end to his own life. At Brighton 
lately, his attention had been directed to an 
individual who had been deranged, at inter- 
vals, for five years, and had then been con- 
fined three days in the workhouse. He point- 
ed out to his medical companions the situ- 
ation of the more prominent organs, and told 
them it would be dangerous to set the man 
at large. The fact was, the prisoner fancied 
he had some gift from the “ heavenly Father,”’ 
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science be ‘true, still the basis might have 
had raised upon it a more complicated su- 
rstructure than it could conveniently 

r, and he should like therefore to hear a 
justification of the classification which phre- 
nologists have given to different portions 
were gentle- 


idea, With regard to the intimate cop. 
nexion of pbrenol with the study of 
diseased minds, what would gentlemen say 
when he informed them, that out of one 
thousand and forty-one casts, he had from 
one hundred and fifty to two hundred of 
living individuals in every variation of in. 
sanity, and the correspondence between the 
of the and of the 
racters was v remarkable, and might be 
verified -by those who would take the 
trouble of examining? It was singular to 
observe the freaks of nature in the forma. 
tion of these skulls, for it was a fact that 
not one regular, well-formed head was to 
be found amongst them. His collection 
consisted of an immense number of casts, a 
catalogue of which was preparing, and he 
should be happy to afford any member all 
the information he could im to them 
without fee. His object, in the first place, 
had been to prove or disprove the truth of 
phrenology; with this view he formed his 
collection, and, as a gentleman had alluded 
to the doubts respecting the establishment 
of the thirty-five organs, that collection, he 
was happy to say, contained abundant proof 
of the correctness of their assignment, which 
he would be delighted to point out. 
With regard to their names, there might 
be some disputes and some faults, but that 
would not interfere with the intrinsic 
merits of the question. 

Mr. Kine did not wish to be considered 
either a phrenologist or an antiphrenologist. 
A definition of phrenology had been given, 
and he now put forth a question as to what 
progress it had lately made. He was averse 
from assigning to the form and volume of 
an organ those qualities which depended on 
internal structure. Thus the arrangement 
and character of the cerebral molecules, he 
deemed an im t consideration. The 
quality was to be looked at as well as the 
quantity, and if so, how could external 
examination suffice ? Thus, whatever might 
be the form of brain, it was established that 
men rose to eminence even with small brains 
and sloping foreheads. Mr. De Ville disre- 
garded the correctness of the names, but he 
considered them of great consequence. 

Mr. De Virre explained. He merely 
thought, that perhaps gentlemen might 
discover more appropriate names ; but 
facts must remain. 

Mr. Kino was doubtful whether Mr. De 
Ville could bring forward facts to substan- 
tiate the existence of even six distinct 
organs. He then proceeded to analyze the 
cases of insanity alluded to by that gentle- 
man, coming to very different conclusions. 
With regard to the anterior part of the 
brain, he had no doubt of the propriety of 
assigning to it the seat of the intellect, 


which he considered was a deduction to be 


and was furious to all who opposed his 
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from the study of arative ana- 


rai natural history, and to be exem- 


ifed by the skeletons of birds and qua- 
drupeds displayed at the sides of that 
rom. He spoke of the intimate effects of 
thecerebellum on the genital organs, and 
then went to the o of music, asking how 
its workings could be considered separately 
from those of the other portions of the mass 
of intellect. A correct “ ear” too was 
nécessary, and the phrenologists forgot 
that the organ of music was not near the 
origin of those nerves which supply the 
ea; yet physiologists had decided that the 


seat of function was more immediately at 


EFFECTS OF PURGING ON THE LIVER. $95 


belonging to individuals ofleuco-phlegmatic 
temperament, were remarkable rather for 
their dulness, Temperament was alwa: 

to be taken into the account, and the de- 
ductions were to be made after a minute in- 
vestigation of every point. Mr. King had 
been punctilious respecting the organ of 
music and its distance from the nerve of hear- 
ing, whilst at the same time he spoke of the 
intimate connexion of the cerebellum and 
organs of generation! Certainly be did not 
dispute the latter, which he had seen con- 
firmed in many instances in England and at 
Paris, where disease of the right lobe of the 
cerebellum was accompanied with wasting 


the origins of nerves, Then there were | of the left testicle, vice versa. 

oe my oe &c. Infact, that which em-| of these cases had also come under the cog- 
a large portion of mental operations | nizance of Mr. Wakley and Dr. Spurzheim, 

wis confined to the small corner of the| Before concluding, he must again recur 


cerebrum contained over the external angle | to the question of musical talent. 


of the orbit. 


Mr. Cosretto took up Mr. King's argu- 


When at 


Brighton he had in a large party selected a 
lady, and pointed her out as remarkable for 


ments, and contended, that although he|her musical abilities. This was declared by 


spoke of not being a phrenologist, he had 
reilly been showing that he was one. He 


all to be the fact ; and how was the opinion 
formed? By observing the combination in 


then entered on Mr. King’s observation | her head of order, ideality, weight, construe- 
respecting the seat of function, replying by | tiveness, time. 


some remarks on the trigeminal nerve, 


Mr. Kine thought there was some con- 


which nature constituted in some animals | tradiction in Mr. De Ville’s observations on 
a bigeminal, &c., according to the number| the organ of music, which, in the first place, 


of senses she ordained for the animal’s use. 


he spoke of as distinct, whereas he now 


With respect to the division of the brain} coincided in his (Mr. King’s) opinion. 


into separate organs, it was indisputable] Mr. Houms, the possessor of 


e late Dr, 


that as Nature gave the number, so she gave | Spurzheim’s collection, expressed his par- 
the faculties. The brain was decidedly a/| ticular wish to exhibit the collection freely 
complex organ, and phrenologists had|to any members of the Society, and Mr. 
assigned its divisions from attentive regis-| De Viiie repeated his invitation; both of 
tration of facts. Take away the portion of| which offers were greeted with applause. 


cerebral mass constituting an organ, and you 


The hour of departure being now arrived, 


take away the faculty. Disease frequently | and a general wish prevailing that the dis- 
did this, scooping out portions, and filling| cussion should be continued at the next 
up with blood or pus, and the consequences | meeting, an adjournment took place. 


above-mentioned were found to follow. 


With regard to the lower animals to whic 
Mr. King had referred, it was well know 


h REMARKABLE EFFECTS PRODUCED BY 
n PURGING ON THE LIVER. 


that those which possessed the organ of} M.Piorry, of La Pitié, has long applied 
benevolence with little brain posteriorly, | his attention to the indications afforded by 


were classed as docile and perfectible. 


percussion in studying the size of the spleen 


_ Mr. De Vitter wished to reply to the ob-| and liver. In some cases of enlarged liver, 
Jections started against the position assigned | lately treated at La Pitie, the limits of the 
to the organ of music, and in so doing he| organ (as shown by the dull sound on per- 
could not refrain from asking Mr. King| cussion) were traced on the skin with a pen- 
what book on phrenology he could have|cilof the nitrate of silver. The effects of 


read which attributed a genius for music to 
Mr.| readily and precisely studied. In some 


the development of one single organ. 


various remedies on its volume were thus 


King bad alluded to the form and smaliness| cases bleeding caused a diminution of one 
of heads, and had mentioned the necessity | or two inches from above downwards, and 
of looking to the difference caused by the| proportionately from side to side. In some 
varying character of the component particles | cases, again, in which cholera symptoms 
ofthe cerebrum. Well, be ( Mr. De Ville) al-| had intervened, the diminution of the liver 
lowed this, and might say, that he pos-| occasioned by the purging was very re- 
sessed’ the casts of six large heads, and as|markable. In one case of this kind, aliver 
many comparatively small ones, where the|of enormous magnitude quickly was reduced 
Smaller were those of men distinguished for | to very small dimensions. Restricted diet 


talent, one of gigantic mind ; whilst the larger, 


also influenced the size, but very slowly. 
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SOCIETY 
Nov. thd Dees 1832. 
sal “Mr. Lawnence in the Chair. 
PASSAGE OF FATTY, MATTER FROM 
ad THE, BOWELS. 

‘Two papers. on this subject have lately 
been read at the above Society, one by Dr. 
andthe other by Dr. 
of which, from. the rarity aud interesting 
nature of the cases. referred to, we. shall 
give @ brief account,. The paper by the 
former gentlemen was read on the 13th ult., 
that of. the letter on the 1ithinst. 

Dr Barowr’s paper was entitled, 
«fot yitaux 10 +t 
AND OBSERVATIONS CONNECTED WITH 


atos $ a19W wl sesd? 

ad ief object ‘sto direct the atten- 

a matter of the nature’ of'udipocére 
(first cbemieall y investigated by Pouroroy) 
which o¢casionally passes: from: the .intes-. 
tines, and, without) wishing to imply that, 
there was any necessary connexion between 
this symptom and disease of the pencress, 
or thé duodenum; he showed that scitrous 
state 6f the head of the reds, 
goid ulceration of the duodenum, had! 
igted in the oaly threp. eases in which an 
opportunity had afforded, him of mak-, 


ing er He, how- 


ever, at the same time, addyé e is 
theugh not precisely ame,! ‘had » 4 
found in these parts, and in which wo.such: 


n, observed, after, 


evacuation had. ed,» 
offered it, question, | 
whether this peculiar substance were to 
considered as a vitiated. tion from na- 
tural structures, or ag from the 
diseased and ulcerated parts, or as the pro- 
duct of gestion of utimen- 
matter, nding on the imperfect 
ori ;admixtare of the biliary 
or creatic or other secretions, or the 
and impeded action duode- 
nati. “The paper condluded’ with ‘a few 
general son thé diagnosis itt diseases 
of-the pancreas, accompanied by the obser- 
vation, that. it, appemted to he possible that 


d action attendant upon 
than a diagnosti 


The'vety curious ind learned paper, writ- 


NTESTINAL EVACUATIONS OF FAT. 


THE DISCHARGE OF FATTY MATTERS Paoy 
THE) ALEMENTARY*CANAL: AND 
ORGANS. lio evilo 
‘Dr. Evtrorson began by reminding the 
Soviety that umbergris (grey amber) is a 

fatty substance, discharged, often ‘it 
quantities, from the intestines of the sper. 
maceti whale, and, it is supposed, ‘tinder 
disease ; and that it is never found 

than ‘six’ or seven’ feet from the 
He then related'all the cases he bad 
able to discover in old continental authors, 
and for each of these—however various and 
remarkable-—even for one in which fut wig 
discharged both from the bowels and’ the 
bladder—he adduced analogous recent cages, 
and those derived from his own 

He also detailed other cases: published be. 
tween the time of the older cases amd the 
recent ones, 80 as to present a complete 
history of the disease, so fer as it is known, 
He showed that there were two kinds'of 
cases as to the quality of the fatty sabistince ; 
thet: in some it ‘was ’ in ‘solid 
lumps; others liqaid, even renning 


of the patient in large quantities, and congeal: 


ing after its discharge. That, there were 
~ kinds of cases as to the course of the 
isease,-—some persons dicharging the fat 
but once, or at  vorecka: and doing ee 
well} otlérs discharging it constantly, 
they’ wasted end ‘died, ‘there were 
two. kinds: ef pases -assto.the source of the 
disc He related.onefrom 
in which it was passed not only from the 
mtestines; but: from the. urethrw; afid-one 
Aimilar-that oceurted in alady:of 
is acquaintance, He showed that there were 
also two varieties of cases in regard to the 
existeiics of disease. That ia some 
ho-orgunic disease appeared to’ be postible, 
because the patients perfectly recovered; 
‘but thet in others, again, disease was fount 
after. deat Were ex- 
i¢eedinigly various... A_gne , case, whigh, 
himself inspected, the strycture of the whol 
Of thé “alimentary Canal’ ‘healthy, 
the: pancreas’ was: fallo-of “eeleuli, though 
healthy én-structure, In onecase examined 
by Dr..Prout,the caecum. was ulcerated and 
ail the other organs were sound... 
case examined by Mr. Pearson of Clapham, 


which indeed was merely very large and pale, 
so.that) it could hardly ‘be said to be struc 
turally affected ;. and its, paleness.and:over- 


affection ‘as the discharge of fat. The ki 
bladder contained only a greasy subst 
He contended that disease of the 


ic | imtestines, .or of any other. organ, was-not 
necessary, to the occurrence of sbis singur 


lar affection. , 


ten by Di warn 


in which great relief,—ard in two's cure— 


ing Was” souiid; except the fiver, 


growth are continually seen withoutany such. 


Dr. Elliotson then quoted several cases 
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the fatty excretion of which the author bad | 
been speaking, might prove rather an indi- | 
cation of the 
the carcitiomatots 
mark'of'the orgdn affected. 
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CLA 


waned to have followed the. use of large | Alexandria ai impostuse! whieh 
quantities of olive oil ; and he stated that, | tected by Mabomet Ali and his argus-eyed 


his own, the.discharge was never ' 
considerable after a few doses of elive 
had. formerly been. . The patient, 
died, for the cuse .was, perhaps, 
te most, singulur record, man 
discharged a fluid foreign to the 
balthy. body, from his Jungs, oil from his 
intestines, and sugar from his urinary: 
bladder, labouring, not only under this at- 
fection, but under phthisis, and. diabetes 


Erg 


Dr,,Elliotson. gave his reasons for be-~ 
liesing. that some cases mentioned by Sir 
Home and Mr.Brande in the Philosophical 
Transactions, as instances of the concretion 
of olive oil (not castor oil as some repres | 

in the intestines, were really instances 
of. the. ,mild and, recurrent form of the 
disease 


Specimens of the two kinds of fatty dis- 
charge were laid before the The 
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ut del Feole Médicale 
TAboucabel en Egypte. Par M,, Cror,, 
Chirurgien Frangais, Bey d'Egypte,’’ 
Colonel de l’'Armée Egyptienne,”: &c. 


been favoured with a copy of the 
above work, and find it, on perusal, to be 
aproduetion of great interest. We accord- | 
infly “Seize the earliest opportunity which 
our, space has, allowed, to present our 
readers. with an ample analysis of its con- 
tentsyand do so, with additional gratifica- 
tok" ftom the ‘circumstance that the pam- 
be had at the booksellers’ 
shops, haying only been printed for private 
cieulation among the acquaintances of its 
philanthropic author. As our copy was re- 
ceived. ‘but a very short time before going 

, We shall, to save time, adopt the 
ines of an analysis just published in 
foreign hebdomadal, which we have 
timultaneously obtained, and in which we 
fod, wera diligent examination, a very 
iigest of the wotk. In the present 
LaNc#r we shall chiefly take account. of 
those parts of the brochure which relate to 
the reigning diseases of Evypt, and to the 
humerous perilous operations performed 

We shall also notice a 
telative to an attempt to 


establish the homoiopathic doctrines in 


° 


- 


councillors, the central committe of sanitary 
police. We shall, lastly, notice M. Clot’s 
benevolent efforts towards the establish- 
ment'of an’ obstetric schol a 
hospital, and ‘his désign ‘of’ uniting the 
three schools of pharmacy, veterimary sur- 
gery, and human medicine, bess asad 
The Catholic! Bey, M. Clot, who is, by! 
"| the thiek«and-thin disciple of Brous* 
savs, informs ts, that the greater'part of the: 
maladies of Egypt being irritations of thé: 
stomach and intestinal tube, he was’indeedd’ 
to adopt the «+ physiological” practice—thé’ 
results of|which were so beneficial, that the 
other physicians of the country soon fol- 
lowed the'eximple, Before ‘the of 
M. Clot, this ‘practice was known’ but, to 
few, and these few were its detractors. 
According to the author, however, the’ ee, 
of facts soon became paramount ; the mostin-, 
credulous were convinced, and even.non-pros 
Js almost invariably resorted to loeak. 
detractions: of blood before appeating toa’ 
tt was’ ih'the 
thalmia and dysenterigs that, this tteafment. 
was found the, mest efficacious... Perhaps. 
we (Lanxcen deguitur) mayiremark: that they 
physiological’! medicitie searcely derives 
from these facts the support Which Clot” 


pealing tothe hallucinations of the veriest,: 
though the most'tdleated; charlatan whom’ 
DISEASYs ‘PREVALENT AND 
Ophthalmia, and dysentery, 28 well ag), 
the plague, are endemic in Egypte The, 
plague is not constantly epidemic, although 
it shows itself annually in the 
tivély mild form of intense gastro-enteritis, - 
on which buboes supervene in the majority. . 
of cases.. Iteh, syphilis, and. tineay are). 
frequently met with. Blenvorthayia’ is but 
rarely seen. ‘Small-péx ‘écturd When 
imported’ by the negtoes of the ‘iuterior, 
Lepra, elepbantiasis, gastritis, gastro-ente- 
titis, inflammation of the liver,, cerebral... 
irritations, mania, and intermittent feyer, 
are usual diseases. Rheumatism. is! com= 
mon; and there is also noticed a rather 


metus. 
quanuty, passed appeared occasionally am | 
WeDse. | 
| 
| 
magines, There needs no ghost to, point 
some but the utility of this practice, withoutap- . 
i 
{ 
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anomalous disease, chiefly marked by pal- 
pitations of the heart, and which M. Clot 
believes to be a variety of chronic gastro- 
enteritis, The surgical affections most fre- 
quently observed are, hydrocele, sarcocele, 
varicocele, hernia (rarely strangulated), 
hemorrhoids, and varicose swellings. 
Having thus made us acquainted with the 
prevalent maladies, M. Clot next presents 
us with the more gratifying table of the 
immunities enjoyed in an Egyptian climate. 
Rickets, aneurisms, and inflammation of the 
lungs or pleura, are seldom or never seen. 
Pulmonary consumption is scarcely to be 
found, and so remarkably is the climate 
opposed to pulmonary diseases, that we are 
assured by M. Clot, that the strangers who 
arrive labouring under such affections, al- 
most invariably recover. So striking is this 
effect, that M. Clot, whose ample fortune 
places him beyond the imputations which 
too many climate-doctors justly deserve, 
does not hesitate to recommend the pbthisi- 
cal European to seek the restoration of his 
health in Egypt, in preference to Switzer- 
land or Italy, or the Bristol Hot-wells. 
Cancerous diseases, whether of the ute- 
rus or breast, are rarely met with among 
the females of this country. 


SURGICAL OPERATIONS IN EGYPT. 

The next interesting feature in this work, 
is the résumé of the Bey’s surgical opera- 
tions. We subjoin them as follows :— 

Fifty-eight operations for stone, prac- 
tised in various methods ; of these, four died. 

Twenty amputations—four of the arm, five 
of the forearm, eight of the leg, two in the 
scapulo-humeral articulation, and one of the 
hip-joint. Of all these only two died, in- 
cluding the last case. One amputation of the 
neck of the humerus was also unsuccessful. 

Four strangulated inguinal hernie, all 
cured by operation. 

Extirpation of an elephantiac tumour of 
the scrotum, weighing 110lbs. The details 
of this unparalleled and brilliant operation 
have been minutely reported in this journal. 

Four other extirpations—one of scirrhous 
tumour of the neck, two of fibrous tumours 
in the mouth, one carcinomatous tumour of 
the lower jaw, with excision of part of the 
bone. All these cases were successful. 

Two extractions of sequestra, one of 


from the newly-formed femur of 8 young 
native of Syria; cured. 

Two trephinings of the sternum. 

One excision of part of sixth rib; eured, 

Five operations for sarcocele ; successful, 

A great number of bydroceles, treated 
according to different methods. 

Twenty-eight cataract cases; sucess 
various ; and numerous operations om ‘the 
eyes and eyelids. 

This satisfactory series of successes js 
far, however, from affording the distin. 
guished author a theme for self-gratulation, 
or an opportunity for the abuse of his con 
temporaries. He disclaims the extraordinary 
dexterity and anatomical skill to which bis 
colleagues, whether in Africa or Europe 
bear such enthusiastic testimony. © The 
surgical Bey modestly attributes his splen- 
did successes to the climate of the country, 
and to the apathetic temperament of the 
Arabs. Doubtless these circumstances aided 
the operator materially ; but we hold itto 
be equally indisputable, that in two-thirds 
of the London and many of the foreign 
hospitals, the tabular summary of results 
would have exhibited an awful difference 
under any advantages. Let us turn, for 
example, to the item ‘ amputations.” 
The Bey loses 1 in 10. Well, at the 


‘| Hétel Dieu, after the insurrection of 


June 1832, the amputations turned out s0 
disastrously, that M. Lisfranc of La Cha- 
rité, ina clinical lecture delivered not six 
weeks since, openly arraigned the surgeons 
of the central hospital as ‘‘ brigands apd 
assassins”! As for our own hospitals, the 
esprit de corps, unhappily for the public, is 
so firmly maintained there by the golden 
cement of hospital - practice -and-lecture 
money, that it is only by the occasional 
publicity which is given to a coroner's 
quest, or the unawed resolution of a Lan- 
cet reporter, that the public obtains the 
slightest knowledge of the “ brigandage 
and assassination” which are perpetrated 
in this part of the world, by those whose 
just exposure to public indignation is ranked 
by such gentlemen as Dr. Badeley amongst 
« polluting personalities” of medical criti- 
cism. 

THE HOMOIPATHISTS IN EGYPT. 


The homoiopathic mummers having ¢2- 
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way among the cardinals and courtezans of 
Italy as far as the shores of the queen of 
the Adriatic, at length perceived a promis- 
ing perspective in Egypt. Stowing a whole 
materia medica for the entire army of Syria 
into the little-finger of his glove, off sped 
Dr. B. on his disinterested mission. From 
the subsequent extract our readers may 
guess at the kind of fools the Doctor there 
met with. 

« Amid the numerous quackeries against 
which I had to contend, there was one re- 

ing which I should not be silent. 

“ For many years had Egypt enjoyed ‘the 
advantage of possessing a sufficiently great 
number of European physicians invited to 
the assistance of the natives by their phi- 
lanthropic prince. The blessings of the pre- 
serving art were gradually diffusing them- 
selves amid the people and the army. A 
nascent school of medicine, elevated under 
the auspices of a pure doctrine which 
everywhere began to triumph over the at- 
tempts on the one hand of the lowest char- 
latanry, and on the other over the preju- 
dices of a new and wonder-loving people, 
a new school, I repeat, was preparing a 
generation of physicians, destined to the 
revival and propagation of medical science 
in the East, when an apostle of the homoio- 
pathic doctrine sho himself in the midst 
of this salutary impulse. 

_“ This personage was a German physi- 
cian, who sought to seduce the Egyptian 
vernment by the specious advantages of 

system of medicinal economy. He pro- 
posed further, to take back with him thirty 
them in his art, and 

which benevolent employment he should 
receive from 20 to 30,000 talaris. At first 
he inspired some confidence ; nevertheless 
his views seemed to dread the light. He 
kept his projects secret, and spread a mys- 
terious veil over all his machinery. The 
Sanitary council exclusively entrusted with 
the civil and military poo he service, re- 
mained long in ignorance of his maneuvres, 
which at length were successful enough to 
procure him authority to make experiments 
on his system of treatment in the military 
hospital of Paris. Of 40 ophthalmic pa- 
tients he chose nine, taking precaution 
of selecting only those in whom the acute 
Stage was over, and the affection slight. In 
the same manner he selected some dysen- 
teric cases. All his patients were then 
locked up in a separate apartment, and sub- 
mitted to strict surveillance. The council 
of health, however, at length thought it time 
to interfere and take cognizance of the 
results of these experiments. They soon 
became convinced, thet notwithstanding the 
Most favourable circumstances, the new 


AND SURGICAL PROCEEDINGS IN EGYPT. 


system offered no advantage, that, besides, it 
opposed the barrier of the “‘ absolute dog- 
mas of empiricism against the natural and 
progressive march of science. The commis- 
sion, therefore, published a report, stating 
that the experiments in no degree sus- 
tained the seductive promises of the German 
charlatan , further, that he had treated too 
small a number of patients to afford a fa- 
vourable conclusion respecting his method ; 
that of nine cases of ophthalmia, three re- 
mained uncured after a considerable lapse 
of time, and that these nine cases were 
chosen by the empiric from forty patients ; 
that of two individuals labouring under 
dysentery, one only was cured, one 
neither were dangerously affected when he 
commenced his treatment, and that the cures 
which did occur, were attributed solely to 
the general hygeienic measures he adopted, 
such as the dietetic regimen and the seclu- 
sion from light.” 

Thus baffled by the sanitary commission, 
equal ill luck attended the impostor among 
his private patients. Some remarkable 
failures, especially with invalids of high 
title, at length, effectually discredited his 
system in all quarters, and covered with 
contempt the envoy of the homoiopathists 
was forced to abandon Egypt. 


THE MEDICAL SCHOOLS OF EGYPT. 

The reunion of the three schools of medi- 
cine, pharmacy, and veterinary surgery, is 
next described as follows :— 

** Soon after the creation of the school of 
medicine, I perceived the necessity of com- 
prising therein the pharmaceutical instruc- 
tion essential to the military apothecaries ; 
but circumstances over which I had no con- 
trol impeded the application of this idea. 
A year afterwards, however, a special 
school was founded close to the central 
pharmacy attached to the citadel of Cairo, 
As I had foreseen, however, economical 
motives soon created the necessity for the 
translation of this new school to that of 
Abouzabel, whither it was accordingly re- 
moved in the month Chaseul 1245. The 
veterinary school which had been originally 
established at Rosetta, in 1243, was also 
transferred to Abouzabel towards the close 
of 1245, and installed in a superb and vast 
edifice, expressly constructed for the pur- 
pose, close to the school of medicine. This 
contiguity afforded the veterinary pupils the 
advantage of facility in the pursuit of 
botany, chemistry, and pharmacy, and 
economised the expenditure of the govern- 
ment, by rendering unnecessary the ap- 

intment of a double number of professors, 
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acquisition was thus procured of opportuni- 
ties 
tom compari- 
tha mented of the 
piatric and pharmaceutic schools 
e 

have with respect to disci- 

and instruction, in the same manner as 


Hament, their directors, will shortly publish 
&@ separate compte rendu of their labours.” 


The subjoined extract will doubtless ex- 
cite the deep attention and admiration of 
British practitioners :— 

** Athough a coursé of midwifery was com- 
prised.in the of the medical 
, we felt convinced that 

oslem ms 

ent the frequent exercise of the pu 

I consequently con- 
ceived the idea of school. of 
midwives, a measure fraught with the ut- 
most diffienlty, from the impossibility of 
obtaini eae native or Arab females to asso- 
the professors with sufficient free- 
instruction. 


late an elementary work for their 
then to teach them the manipulation of 


should leave a real and per- 
manent result, silts it necessary that 


nité (Lying-i -in at where 
these female fessors could teach the art 
of midwifery to the native women, who 
would thea without pursue the 


“At th I presented this plan to the 
viceroy, ve it his instant approba- 
Abyesinian female slaves should be placed 

an je slaves 
fa the school of | would 
matin, end tint stl » wre 
struction. This new institution is now 
and, thanks to the 
of Mahomet Ali, it already pro- 
mises unbounded blessings to the humanity, 
the customs, and the population of 
In a short time will no more be seen 


‘cases ; delivery in arm or foot presentations 
will no more be deemed 


ible, and the 


FUTUUE PROGRESS OF MEDICINE IN EGYPT. 


in Egypt will no be resorted to. When 
amaternité exists will no longer be 
found a maltitude of guilty mothers excited 

of infanticide. There 
will bean asylum ; the reception and suc- 
cour of the poor or shrinking mother, and 
the abandoned, will then have a practical 
providence for its care. This establishment 


great 'prince pt, as it is 
the first ri Line ever pie ected in the 
country.” 


FUTURE DESIGNS IN EGYPT. 

At this point we leave the history of 
what M. Clot has done, and turnto the con- 
templation'of the designs he proposes to 
accomplish. These principally relate to 
plans for the translation of the school of 
medicine from Abouzabel to Alexandria, 
and for the construction of a model hospital 
for clinical instruction. When the sehool of 
medicine was first created, Abouzabel, ac- 
cording to M.-Clot, was without doubt the 

the advantages of this position are consider- 
| ably diminished, whoo the demy is no 
"| concentrated on this spot, the hospital 
searcely receiving a single patient, and the 
opportunities for clinical study thus faliiag 
short of theoretical suggestions ; when the 

prejudices and terror respecting dissections 
have entirely ceased, and when the pupils 
and the people have become convinced that 
it is impossible to become a good physician 
or able surgeon without @ thorough know- 
ledge of the jon of. man, aad of 
the functions which sustain and regulate 
life, it is not desirable that the Egyptian 
school of medicine should continue much 
longer at Abouzabel :— 

“In (the 
a city, in a cen 
tal, “coments patients are collected. 
Tn thie re the most favourable locality 

ther Grand Cairo or Alexandria, 


the latter, as well om sccount 
of the large bodies of and marines 
there stationed, as for dock- yards 


and arsenal, which daily supply several 
sick and wounded persons. ree 
city contains many Europeans, and 

and learned men of ull nations, whose 
presence would doubtless excite the zeal of 
the masters, and the rivalry of the disciples, 
in a school which would concentrate the 


arbarous and 


now popular 


atteation of Europe. Besides, the daily 
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THE CHOLERA IN FRANCE ANDYANTWERP. 
indebted than the .medico-chirurgical Bey 


contact with commercial and well-informed 
men would lead to the more rapid aimee 
nent of the intelligence of the young Ara 
bians, b the study and praor 
tice French Lastly, ut 
would not be the least of the glories, of the 
of Mahomet Ali to establish oma large 
a school of medicine in Alexandria, 
the former seat of the first. and. most, re- 
nowned acudemy,,of ancient, times, where 
cousecutivel flourished 

The statistics of Egypt, lastly, | oceupy 
the Bey’s attention. Europe’bas long since | 
been made acquainted with the scantiness | 
af its. pop isery thus engen- 
deredin a country where 4 bounteous soil | 
only needs the cultivator to call: forth its 
blessings. Relative to this Se 
topie:M. Clot first alludes to'the necessity 
of ergaiizing in the a’ bed 
efigctaal vaceination. 

With respect 
since'the religion and’ customs of Egypt to- 
gether oppose ‘ant appeal to ‘the’ nations ot 
Europe, and since the rest of Turkey is just 
sedntily. mbabitéd, Mw Clot: thinks that | of 
itis from the centre of: Africa, from: Cordes | 
van, Sennear, and. Darfour, that colonists 
should be brought to renew the population; 
in the:‘same manner as the European 
lonies-of America have been recruited by 
the introduction of megro tribes.- In allad- 
ing’ to. the cir¢cumstance, “however, | $0 
the-high-minded author strongly reprobates 
the.infamous doctrines ofthe’ slave-trade: 
He states, in explanation, that the negroes 
furnished fromthe interior of ‘Afritu, ate 
slaves already ia the Sennaar and Darfour! 
Where they are subjected to the severest 
labour. By removal td Egypt’ their 
tiowis:rendered much more happy, for in 
several it is due to the Turks to say, that 

treat their slaves like their own chil- 
dren, and after a time invariably award 
their. manumission.. As for those who are 
incorporated with the army, they rank with 
the other soldiers, and are qualified for equal 
promiction. Many in the armiy of the 
Viceroy baye ‘attained the rank of second 

and captain. 

Here we must conclude our notice of what 
is certainly one of the most interesting 
essays which the medical press’ has pro- 
duced for many years. There are few in- 
dividuals living to whom humanity is more 


Ath 


who has presidediover ‘the resarrection of 
meditiné; .aid néver did chance 
opérate “more piropitiously “than when she 
placed her finger .qn_ the. bumble, practi- 
tioner of Marseilles, and.sent bim ‘to the 
aid of: the victorious modern -warrior, and 
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‘state, _ Site: the ‘first 
Of, December, jhe. epidemic. cholera hap 
again, shown itself: im Paris in ite! most mas 
Jigniant shiipe?* the 20d anid Sra instant 
Dymerous gases . ware. admitted -into. the 
various ‘hospituls, Val ‘We 
Grace ‘aod, ‘ta Chirite, As. “yet ihe ‘mor: 
— haa: been greatest amoug the garrison 
6, ‘and’ workineri i of th "Qéar- 
pay ‘Antoine... the bth December 
(were tem cases among the patients in 
aid’ de verar in’ the’ 
Whea our left Pasi several cases 
ions, and the. Quartier St. 
as before, an ample proportion tis 
thé" The “Moniiteur ig, ind 
bahly.: will epntinue, be, silent on, the 
afiticting wabject. 
Private’ “accounts from’ 
full reliance moy. placed, further inform 
us, that this destructive scourge has bfoken 
out amongst the soldiers of the division 
Sebastiani, whose operations eure been 
chiétly restricted to the inundated” po dlders 
of the left bank of the Scbeldt. ‘Setoral 
cholera patients have been sént to the cen- 
tral hospital at Berckem, The Moniseur is 
equally silent on, this occasion also, but 
the unpleasant statement is” nevertheless 
authentic. 
It is remarkabte that the epidemic should 
at the same time have exhibited a sudden 
increase of violence in the northern and 
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central departments of France. St. Brieuc is 
losing fifty or sixty persons daily, and at 
Chalons sur Maine, where its ravages had 
been excessive during the summer, it has 
again broken out inits worst form. 
Without meaning to connect meteorolo- 
gical phenomena with the causation of dis- 
eases, we cannot avoid noticing the re- 
markable coincidence of this spread of the 
epidemic and the appearance of an unpa- 
ralleled number of luminous meteors in 
France on several successive nights, from 
the 25th November to the present date. 
Many of the best known astronomers of 
France, at a late sitting of the Insti- 
tute reported their observations on these 
startling phenomena. The principal forms 
they have assumed have been those of thick 
showers of falling stars, succeeded by globes 
of fire of intense brightness, horizontal 
movement, and considerably long duration. 


Paryrutty disappointed, and in some 
measure alarmed, at the evident failure of 
the Anatomy Acr, Government has de- 
clared that that measure must be modified 
in the ensuing session of Parliament. This 
is right, and indicates wisdom and integrity 
in Earl Grey's ministry, Had the selling 
of dead bodies been interdicted, the evils 
now complained of would not have existed. 
The measure was not founded on a correct 
view of the wants of society, neither did its 
framers appear to understand the motives 
which had influenced the Brsnors and the 
Burkes in the commission of their murders, 
nor of the hospital lecturers in supporting 
the decrees issued by the mercenary, mono- 
polizing corporations. The legislature should 
have for its object the cultivation of medi- 
cine as a science, and consequently its ex- 
tinction as a trade. Stimulated by the love 
of gain, the hospital functionaries have 
looked only to the amount of their receipts, 
and not to the improvement of the youthful 
minds of the students, Acquainted with 


ALTERATION OF THE ANATOMY ACT. 


the degrading practices of the collegiate and 


hospital system of misrule, the public, al- a 
though desirous of seeing the field of medi- ° 
cal science well cultivated, has felt little oo 
anxiety on the subject of the difficulties | ™ 
which were imposed on the crafty “re. a 
cognised” teachers. Hence the conflict in o 
Parliament excited but little general atten. " 
tion, and the battle was allowed to wage yy 
between the few members of the legislature . 
who are really desirous of conferring a bene- = 
fit on the community by introducing the * 
Anatomy Act, and the opponents of tht 
measure, issuing from the portals of the a 
chartered institutions. The discussion mut 
now take a wider range, and in amending “< 
the Act, not only must the causes which led mf 
to the late atrocious crimes be taken into [ “” 
the account, but the future well-being of |” 
society, as dependent on the cultivation of “" 
medicine as a general, liberal science. For- “s 
tunately, one provision, simple of expres- 3 4 
sien, but diffuse in its operation, will grow M 
out of a conclusion resulting from a due in 
consideration of all the facts included 
within the scope of these two great branches 
of the subject, and that provision comprises, f°" 
in one word, the total interdiction of all be 
Pecuniary in the dead bodies of 
hemen beings. 
Such a statutory prohibition would pa- Pa 
ralyze the arms of midnight assassins, “at 
afford a positive protection to the public, “7 
and at the same time remove the suspicion, a 
entertained just now by the community, of ” 
foul play on the part of the “ recognised” we 
teachers, and their friends the resurrec- 
tionists ;it would remove the jealousies now 
entertained between the principles of the thas | 
various schools, take from wealth the weight bs 
of its corrupt influence, and afford to talent, Fe se 
wherever discovered, the opportunity of ot 
cultivating the most useful of all the é - 
sciences, without any of those aids whieh, 4° 
at present, cannot be commanied except Be 
through the instrumentality of capital. Mr, ( 


How happens it that the privileged 
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THE ANATOMISTS AND THEIR CONDUCT. 


schools of this metropolis have been des- 
titute of subjects during the present ses- 
sion, while the old corporate establish- 
ments have in several instances enjoyed a 
bountiful supply? Of course, through 
the influence of money on the one 
hand, and aristocratic, and therefore cor- 
rupt, connexion between the heads of 
those favourite establishments, and the 
heads of the parochial management, on 
the other. Where this friendly and dis- 
gusting connexion has existed, nothing so 
easy as for a chief lecturer to hint to a chief 
vestryman “that the bodies of the poor 
“should not be too freely distributed, lest 
“it might excite suspicion, murmurs, end 
«discontent, amongst the inmates of the 
“workhouse, an@*that in order to guard 
“against too great a demand for subjects, 
“the most effectual check would be, to 
“exact @ tolerably high price for each 
“body, ” A blockhead of a vestryman, 
taking no trouble to inquire into the motive 
which could have directed such a recom- 
mendation, would at once adopt it, and 
sincerely thank Sir A, or Sir B, for obliging 
bim by such a disinterested admonition. 
This would only be a repetition of the game 
which was played at St. Thomas’s Hospital, 
in, 1832 and 3, when the. school of Mr. 
Grainogr first leaped into being, , The re- 
surrection men were then paid by the old 
hospital lecturers not to supply bodies to 
of the Borough schools, and_ thus, it 
was hoped t that Mr, Graixoer and his class 
would be starved out of existence by, de- 
priving them of the ‘supply of the only food 
that was calculated to satisfy the mental 

The atrocious device, however, utterly 
hiled, for the een-sighted resurrectionists 
at once perceiving the advantage of compe- 
tition, Surmished Mr. Grarnornr’s dissect- 
ing tables with bodies, at the old price, and, 
indeed, in the Jarger proportion of instances, 
Mr, Grarwogr at that period received his 
wbjects from the resurrectionists free from 


any pecuniary charge whatever; and this 
the exhumators could well afford, deriving 
as ‘they did, at the same time, a handsome 
income from the corporate establishments. 
The choused ‘‘ recognised” teachers dis- 
covered not the alleged “ treachery” of the 
resurrectionists until it was too late to 
remedy the consequences. Mr.Gratncer’s 
school having, through their own chicanery, 
been the only one that could then obtain 
a supply of subjects, necessarily became 
thronged with students, and permanently 
so, as the “half-price,” or cheap school 
of anatomy in the Borough,” 

Had ministers dwelt with due considera- 
tion on these scandalous abuses—on such a 
diabolical perversion of the power of wealth 
over the legitimate claims of talent, and the 
distressing wants of society, surely the act 
which was passed last session, would have 
interdicted, under severe penalties, every 
species of pecuniury traffic in the dead. It 
is never too late, however, to do good, and 
we rejoice that the executive government 
begins at last to see this important affair in 
its true light and tendencies. 

In the complaints, then, presented to 
Parliament, the petitioners should consider 
it to be their duty to represent in the most 
glowing: characters the pernicious effects 
which. result from legalizing the odious 
traffic. in the dead. Once render the atro- 
city of the system apparent to the members 
of a reformed Parliament, and a measure 
of relief will be speedily under the control 
of the community. The facts, however, 
should be accumulated with care; the 
investigation should be conducted with 
perfeet freedom from prejudice; reason 
should assert her prerogative over passion ; 
and the success of the lovers of science 
must prove inevitable. 

If it be asserted by the corruptionists 
that dead bodies cannot be procured except 
by paying a high price for them to parochial 
authorities, we ask why English students 
in London should be made to buy bodies, 

2D2 
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well, i 


when French students in Paris pay only 
the actual expense of the transmission of 
subjects from place to place. And in France, 
too, where there is so mucH DISSECTION, 
who has ever heard of ruz munper of the 
living, MERELY WITH THE VIEW OF SELLING 
THE BODIES OF THE PERSONS SO SACRIFICED ? 
Always, therefore, let this point be forced 
upon the attention of the Legislature, that 
so long as the remains of human beings are 
sold, so long will the public continue in 
danger of the suffocating hands of the 
gangs of burkers, And, further, it should 
be perseveringly shown to our legislators, 
that while the lecturers are permitted to 
carry on the revolting practice of rendering 
the materials of science an article of pro- 
FITABLE TRADE, SO long will English pu- 
pils in medicine, studying in the British 
corporate schools, be rendered the passive 
and unoffending victims of a "disgusting 
species of extortion. Azouisu, we repeat, 
the SELLING OF THE DEAD, and all will be 


) 


“Iw reply to a letter from that able and 
industrious teacher Mr. Drruort, which 
appears in another part ofour journal, Lord 
promises by communications 
with the several parishes, and by all other 
means in his power, to do his uimost to pro- 
mote the interests of all the schools of ana- 
tomy in the metropolis.” The intentions 
of his lordship are, doubtless, fair enough, 
but we regard this note as a mere specimen 
of official courtesy. What can his lordship 
do, as Home Secretary or Stare, to re- 
lieve the private schools from the rapacity 
of the corporate monopolist, and the pri- 


vate teachers from the servility, or possibly 
the ignorance, of parochial authorities ? 


His lordship has no power over one or the 


other, and consequently the utmost that he 
can do is, to request that the monopolists 
will not interfere on the one side, and that 
the select vestrymen will, on the other hand, 


exhibit a spirit of strict impartiality in the 


LORD MELBOURNE.—LITERARY HYPOCRISY. 


disposal of the unclaimed dead. We must 
not allow ourselves to be deceived by pro- 
mises coming from any quarter, but insist 
on the utter prohibition of the trade in 
human flesh, When that object shall be 
accomplished, then will the power of the 
monopolists be annihilated ; but until that 
period has arrived, they will continue to 
exult in an unseemly triumph over the less 
fortunate teachers belonging to the private 
schools. The students of these and the 
hospital establishments, should be relieved 
entirely from the heavy tax which they are 
now made to pay in prosecution of their 
studies. The parochial authorities have 
already alleged, in more instances than one, 
that they make no charge to the lecturers, 
Who, then, has the infamy to demand 2 price 
from the pupils? This scandalous affair 
must and shall be thoroughly investigated. 


‘Wuewn a writer approaches you in the 
garb of religion, it is ten to one, if not fifty 
to one, that he is a villain in disguise, A 
man who is honest, need make no profes- 
sions of integrity. His actions show what 
is the coloar of his heart; his conduct 
proves whether he be an ornament or a dis- 
grace“to society. Virtue is simple in her 
dealings, unpresuming in pretension. But 
where there is a lack of integrity, when 
the mind is prostituted to base and malig- 
nant purposes, the aim to work mischief is 
taken under a cloak of religious and moral 
asseverations. When the prospectus of the 
Mock Lancet of Loxoman and the Bats 
was issued, the direction which the pro- 
jected publication would take, was at once 
evident to every man who saw below the 
surface of things. The professions were 
saint-like, but the intentions devilish. 
When “ personalities” were denounced, 
there was a fixed determination to make 
private character the object of the never 
ceasing virulence and malignity of “ Tt 
Party.” Theassumed garb was too tr n* 
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parent. The intellectual faculties were not 
strong enough to conceal the odious workings 
of the animal propensities. Who was the 
writer of that prospectus,—a document put 
forth with so much pomp and ceremony, 
yet equalled in malignity only by its stu- 
pidity,—ridiculous beyond conception, as 
a specimen of reasoning, and worse than 
contemptible in point of grammatical con- 
struction? Who? Why his name, up to 
this hour, has been sedulously concealed. 
But why concealed? Because he was a 
man of merit and of acknowledged reputa- 
tion? Because he was beloved and es- 
teemed, in the social circle, for his moral 
worth? ‘* The Party” must answer these 
questions. Wecannot. But as the mock 
was a trading speculation, it is somewhat 
extraordinary, that if the name of its fabri- 
cator could increase its sale by one copy 
only, or add in the slightest degree to its 
influence in the profession—it is strange, 
we say, when: gain was the object, that if 
the mame was a respected one, it. should 
have been so carefully, so pertinaciously, 
concealed from public view. 

Yes, the ocx issued from the portals of 
the corrupt; and corrupt, Heaven knows, 
were its weekly practices, .Reprobating 

“personalities,” * which, be it remembered, 
to more than professional practices—the 
mean, cowardly, dark, malignant, and secret 
literary assassin of the mock, obeyed the 
orders of his pay-yielding masters to attack 
the private character of an individual, whose 
pubiic reputation was his only offence. We 
challenged the degraded wretch at the time, 
to point to the attacks on private character 
which he had charged us with having made ; 


but as falsehood was his trade, he was silent 


&s to facts—mute as to particulars ; but in- 
dustrious enough in the assertion of das- 
tardly insinuations, and in general accusa- 
tions of Hons of personality. The allegations against 


* What does Dr. Badeley call rsonalities 2” 
Will be take the to point mar 
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private character exhibited in the pages of 
the early numbers of the mock, were not 
only a disgrace to the English periodical 
literature of the day, but a scandal to the 
tradesman who sold the work, and a stain 
on the moral character of its writer, which 
an age of virtuous conduct cannot by any 
possibility eradicate. 

Alas! then, who was the fabricator, who is 
the fabricator, of the mock ? Surely not Ro. 
perick Mactrop—the soft, gentle-minded, 
amiable, quiescent, religious Ropericx? 
Not the yellow Goth, who, as compensa- 
tion for an attack on his literary veracity, 
obtained in the Court of King’s Bench, 
five pounds, and a general laugh? Alas! 
surely not the gentle Ropericx? Should 
it, however, by any mischance happen that 
Ropgrick is now the concoctor of the 
weekly specimen of green insipidity and 
black infamy, which still lingers out its 
fungus-like being amid the cries of the 
most worthless Bars, we say unto thee, Ro- 
penick—Macte tua virtute ; thou art on the 
high road to fame, and if thou hast it not 
yet, thou wilt most assuredly be rewarded 
according to thy deserts. The mock has 
truly been blessed with a brilliant career. 
Published, in the first instance, by the aid 
of a subscription from the Bars, it continues 
to the present day to crawl along the dirty 
avenues surrounding the habitations of 
those corrupt animals; for circulate it does 
not—read it is not—valued it cannot he, and 
there it still remains, the same identical 
mass of trash as when, excrescence-like, it 
sprouted into view on the hot-bed of cor- 
ruption. 

But mark! The private character of the 
Editor of this Journal was not assailed 
alone. Whenever a man came forward who 
expressed a desire to check the rapacity of 
the Bats, to protect the suffering patients 
in our hospitals, or to provide better intel- 
lectual fare for the ill-treated student, the 
character, professional and private, of that 
man became, thenceforth, the point against 
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which the barbed arrow of Battish slander 
was directed. 

Ob! but the gentle, the amiable, Rove- 
ricx can have had no hand in such assassin- 
like work. Nevertheless, some person had, 
and would that Ropericx possessed the 
power to make the secret assassin stand 
forth in the open face of day, that thus by 
seeing him acknowledged, we might not be 
guilty of the unpardonable sin of visiting 
even a reflected portion of bis guilt on an 
unoffending fellow-creature ! 

Mark ageia! Mr. Lawrence came for- 
ward as the respected advocate of the rights 
of the profession, and the avowed opponent 
of the monopolists of Lincoln’s Inn Fields. 
The mock appeared with its atrocious, but, 
truly enough, feeble attacks, on that gen- 
tleman’s character. The advocacy of a 
better system of medical government by 
Mr. Lawrence, and the calumnies of the 
mock on that gentleman’s reputation, were 
co-existent. When Mr. Lawrence gave 
up the cause, the mock, under the direc- 
tion of the Bars, instantly abandoned the 
slander. 

Precisely so was it with others that we 
could name; but the catalogue would be 
tedious, and the repetition, moreover, use- 
less. But is the system abandoned? Have 
they become wiser by experience, or have 
past iniquities taught “ the party” to be 
actuated by a respectful regard for truth ? 
Is a love of fair play still professed, in 
order that foul play may be more securely 
practised? Is the cloak of religion still 
worn, in order to afford a truer aim to the 
dagger of a literary assassin? 

The mocx has discovered—and one would 
have thought that it might have made the 
discovery a little earlier—that Dr. E:tior- 
son is not only a physician of great cele- 
brity, but that he is a man of independent 
principles, a real, devoted, lover of medical 
science—the constant, never-relaxing at- 
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this astounding discovery having been once 
made, the doctor, a8 a necessary conse. 
quence, becomes the subject of attack in 
the mock. On perceiving the just estimation 
in which this excellent and celebrated phy. 
sician is held, the arm of the scribbling 
assassin begins at once to wriggle under its 
moral disguise. It wishes, but dreads, to 
strike; but, reptile-like, it spews out the 
slime of affected tenderness, while its ul. 
timate purpose is cruel, poisonous, deadly. 
Of course it is unnecessary that we should 
refer to particulars in such a one-sided 
struggle. Dr. Extiorson would not dis- 
grace himself by entering into any coutro- 
versy, literary or otherwise, with such a 
scouted thing as the lying Gazette. When 
it is known, that Dr. Ex.xiorson is the ob- 
ject of attack in the trashy hebdomadal of 
the sats, it proclaims to all who knew it 
not before, that the doctor is as inestimable 
in all the social relations of private life, as 
he is avowedly celebrated as a practical, 
scientific, and singularly successful phy- 
sician, 

Turn we back now for one moment— 
The profession cannot have forgotten the 
circumstances connected with the extra- 
ordinary trial of Cooren v. Waxtey; 
neither can they fail to remember the ungene- 
1ous, the unfeeling cry, which was raised 
against Mr. James Lamnert, for the honest 
testimony which he gave on that trial, 
Urged onwards by their instinctive hatred 
of truth, the nats rose en masse, and, com- 
bining all their authoritative and hireling 
powers, succeeded in expelling that worthy, 
excellent, noble-minded man, from the Lon- 
don and Westminster Medical Societies. To 
the eternal shame of those Societies be this 
frightful fact once more recorded. But 
here was an occasion of exultation for the 
secret vilifier of the mock. He gloated with 
satanic joy over the supposed sacrifice of 
the reputation of the generous Lampert, as 


tendant on the sick poor—the fervid, re- 


vered friend of the student. een 


does the thirsty vampire over its conquered 
prey. Unhappily, the too-sensitive mind 
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of our inestimable friend felt the condem- 
matory voice of his deluded brother practi- 
tioner, and shrank under it, as does the 
opening bud beneath the bitter and biting 
frost of winter ; and poor Lampert, though 
triumphantly successful in his profes- 
sion; and, though daily adding to the 
sumber of his public and private friends, 
sank into the grave, the lifeless victim of a 
broken heart. In the death of James Lam- 
sert, the mock, and the whole band, of 
moral assassinators, beheld the triumph of 
their fiend-like machinations. The mock 
was literally in ecstacies when Mr. Lam- 
sent’s expulsion was effected from the me- 
dical societies. Its joy was unbounded. 
Week after week did it return, with un- 
abated malice, to the all-absorbing theme, 
True, Mr, Lamnert’s offence was great: 
he had written the truth in his report from 
Guy’s Hospital; and he had spoken the 
truth in the presence of an upright judge, 
and before an intelligent jury. Hence he 
was singled out for destruction by the Barts 
and their hired assaulters of character. 

But Ropericx, the amiable, the reli- 
gious Roperick Macteop, could not have 
participated in the successful attempt to 
tear asunder the heart-strings of a man 
like Lamzert. Oh, no! It is impossible. 
Ropvenicx is just in all his literary deal- 
ings,—sincere in all his literary and moral 
professions, Hence we sympathise deeply 
with him on—tue ERASURE OF HIS NAMB— 
oP THE NAME OF Roperick 
FROM THE LIST OF VISITORS TO THE CON- 
VERSAZIONE MEETINGS AT THE UNIVER- 
sity or Lonpon. 

Retributive justice is often late in its 
visitation, but the day is sure to come. If 
Rovenrck really did participate in the 
infamous attacks on the reputation of Mr. 
Lamuent, who, oh, merey! shall attempt 
to describe the self-torture uader which 
the slanderer must now be writhing! The 
mock alleged that Mr. Lamserr was dis- 


graced, and, professionally speaking, ruined, 


because his name was erased from the lists 
of the medical societies. How deeply, 
then, ouglit we to commiserate the misfor- 
tunes of the amiable Ropgrick Mac.zop, 
seeing that his name no longer ornaments 
the conversazione list of the London Uni- 
versity ; and this, too, because he is 
charged with having, as editor of the Ga- 
zette, published false statements concern- 
ing the much-respected Professor Extior- 
son! Shall we now learn who is in reality 
the mean fabricator of the mock Lancer,— 
the lying and infamous emanation of the 
Bats? Yes, we shall discover, and trace 
the base reptile through all his seeret, sub- 
terranean, winding, recesses. Ay! we 
repeat; the creature shall be dragged. forth 
serpent’s head. 


Tur discussion on Phrenology which 
is reported in auother part of this week’s 
Lancer, affords abundant proof how small 


a portion of attention, comparatively speak- 
ing, has yet been devoted to the careful 
study of a science, which, after the nume- 
rous facts it has for years been _pre- 
senting to us in evidence of its truth, it 
is the imperative duty of medical men 
minutely to investigate. Here is a large 
assemblage of members of our profession 
gathered from all quarters of a great metro- 
polis, without any regard to their opinions, 
perhaps not desiring to be considered in 


an eminent degree learned men, nor men 


of uncommonly studious habits, or deep 
literary research, but, certainly ranking, for 
the most. part, amongst the well-informed 
members of the profession,—and yet not 
one of them is prepared to produce an origi- 
nal fact from amongst the numerous incon- 
trovertible proofs within reach, in sup- 
port of the science whose claims were 
under discussion! At any rate, no such 
statements as an experienced medical phre- 
nologist would, we should imagine, con- 
descend to adduce at the present day, wore 
displayed by the believers, nor were the 
doctrines opposed by the shadow of an ar- 
gument, or the minutest fact, the utterance 
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of which evinced that the speaker had de- 
rived his conviction from a personal study 
of phrenology,—from sueh an examination 
of that deeply interesting science as is 
demanded from all professors of the healing 
art. The debate, indeed, is not worth 
recording for any purpose but that of ex- 
posing the great neglect which has thus 
manifestly been shown to this branch of 
science by a large and promiscuously chosen 
body of medical gentlemen, who met in 
solemn conclave to decide upon the perfect 
truth, or entire folly, of the doctrines under 
consideration. There were debaters in the 
room actually demanding the meaning of 
the first term, the real name, of the science! 
Why, the principles of phrenology were 
supported and rebutted twenty years ago, 
in the. same style as prevailed on this 
occasion, in any three-penny debating so- 
ciety, in all England! Spirit of the in- 
quisitive Huwrer, and the ‘intellectual 
Bacow, defend us from any more such de- 
liberative mockeries for another score of 
twelve-months at the least! How would 
the cheeks of the thirty-years-devoted 
Gatt, and his never-wearying compatriot | 
Srurzuzim, have crimsoned in the Hun- 
terian Museum on the evening of the 15th 
of December, bad those illustrious person- 
ages been living witnesses of the attacks 
that were made on, and the repulsions that 
were urged in defence of, the towering mo- 
nument which their ceaseless labours were 
devoted to erecting! 

From our thoughts while writing, let us 
observe, that we altogether and purposely 
exclude the non-professional visitors. Pub- 
lic duty has made no call upon them for the 
possession of pbrenological knowledge, 
and justice therefore requires of us that no 
portion of our reflections should be intended 
to bear against them,—even if we saw 
grounds for urging ‘such charges in that 
direction. 


Before closing this brief reference to the 
occasion, we shall take the liberty of ad- 
vising the librarian of the Westminster 
Medical Society, if there be such an officer, 
to add to the books of the Institution the 


sion, by an audible perusal of the startling 
accumulated truths contained in the pages 
of that great contributor to the science 
over which the effulgent light of the West. 
minster Medical Society is sought—vain 
effort—to be thrown,—that the saying may 
once more be verified—er fumo dare lucem, 
Any work less new than this might not 
secure a patient auditory, 


DR. SPURZHEIM. 


Ara meeting of the Edinburgh Phreno- 
logical Society, held at the rooms of the 
Society on the evening of Thursday se'n- 
night, the following extract from a letter, 
which had been received by Mr. Combe, 
from a gentleman residing at Boston, was 
read by that gentleman :— 

*« Perhaps the sad and melancholy news 
may reach you before this letter ; but it is 
with the t feelings of grief that I 
state, that Dr. Spurzheim is no more. 

‘* He died in ‘this city on the 10th instant, 
at eleven o'clock p.m., after an illness of 
about three weeks. On the 17th of Sep- 
tember he commenced a course of lectures 
on Phrenology in this city ; and soon after 
another course at Harvard University, Cam- 
bridge. The lectures occupied six even- 
ings in the week. He delivered, besides, 
a se of five lect before the medical 
faculty, on the Anatomy of the Brain, in the 
day-time. The subject having met with 
the most favourable reception, he laboured 
with great earnestness and pains to eluci- 
date its principle. Being ney ad- 
mired by our artisans, his time 
~~ were in constant demand, Added 
to these continual engagements, our pecu- 
liarly changeable climate had an unfa- 
vourable influence on his constitution, 
Sudden change exposed him to cold ; and 
an incautious transition from a warm lec- 
ture-room to the evening air, was attended 
with debilitating effects. This variety of 
causes brought on, at first, slight indis- 
position, which, if it had been attended to, 
might have been easily checked. Regard- 
ing his illness as of less consequence than 
the delivery of his lectures, he exerted 
himself for several days, when prudence 
required an entire cessation from labour. 
This was the fatal step ; cold produced 
fever, and this imprudence seemed to settle 


work of Dr. Viuoxr, now publishing in| tbe fever in the system, 


“‘ He was confined to his room about 


Paris, and recommend to the chairman for] ¢o..5 days, during which time his disease 
the evening at the next meeting, to super- gradually assumed a more alarming aspect 


sede the contemplated adjourned discus-| until the period of his death. He was averse 
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to all active medical treatment from the be- 
ginning, and resorted to simple drinks and 
injections. The most skilful of the me- 
dical faculty in this city were constant in 
their attendance upon him, and we had two 
or three physicians with him constantly, 
both day and night. The interest excited, 
and the exertion made to save the life of so 
valuable a man, were sincere and great on 
the part of his friends. Everything within 
their power and reach was done ‘for his 
relief, but, alas! in vain. 

“His death bas cast a gloom over our 
city. It is not lamented with cold formal- 
ity, but has excited grief of: the most poig- 
nant character. ‘ Although he had been with 
us but a few weeks, his virtues and worth 
were known and acknowledged. 

“ His body has been examined by the medi- 
calfaculty, and embalmed. This was thought 
advisable in case his relations should have 
a desire to remove it. Casts of his head 
and brain have been taken, and his heart 


and lungs are also preserved. » vd 

On ‘next (Nov. the last 
solemn offices are to be paid to his remains 
in public manner. by 
Pollen, German Professor of Harvard Uni- 
versity, will be delivered, and other'services 
suitable to the occasion will be "i 

“Boston, Nov. 15, 1832.” 

‘am Spurzheim was born in 1776, at 


near Treves, in Germany.] _ 
DISTRIBUTION OF UNCLAIMED. 
BODIES. 


a 


i 4 


LORD MELBOURNE.—-LETTER FROM MR. . 
DERMOTT, | , 


To the Editor of Tuk Lancer, 
_ Sin,—In answer to a letter of the 14th 
inst, which I addressed to Lord Mel- 
bourne, soliciting his attention to the un- 
equal distribution of subjects, and that he 
would be graciously pleased to exercise his 
influence with the ial authorities for 
the purpose of a more equitable distribution 
of subjects, his lordship honoured me with 
the ing prompt and satisfactory reply : 
“ Sir,—I am direc 


“Whitehall, Dec. 15th, 1832. 
bourne to acknowledge 


ted by Viscount Mel- 

the receipt of your 

letter of yesterday’s date, and to acquaint 
you, with reference to the subject to which 
it relates, tht his lordship is anxious to 
accomplish the objects which the legisla- 
ture had in view in passing the Anatomy 
Bill ; and wil! do his utmost, by communi- 
cations with the several parishes, and by all 


interests of all the schools of anatomy in the 
metropolis. I am, Sir, 
our most obedient, humble servant, 
S. M. 


As this letter reflects great honour on 
Lord Melbourne, by just and 
impartial sentiment with which he intends 
to be actuated, and as, were it not for his 
interference, the present di ful sys- 
tem must have terminated in the ruin of 
myself and some other lecturers, I con- 
sider it my duty to request the insertion of 

nreply toa ie asse a ” 
tioned Lord Melbourne a few days bo 
enforee an impartial sdministration of the 
belonged toa. private school, in 
which their number is pot more than a 
dozen,” to state that my class con- 
sists of not less than sixty pupils, and that 
the number who signed’ petition was 
nearly three hundred.. The same journalist 
Says,, that, ‘the bill has worked with as- 
tonishing. facility,” (in favour of whom,— 
the monopolists!) considering the very 
short period it has been in operation ; and if 
thosé who Have been’ most fortunate would 
but assist those who are less so, there would 
nowhere exist-any' cause of complaint.” 
But, Me, Editor, how significant this word 
would is!, The veracity of some few ana- 


‘{tomical teachers to monopolise all dead 
_ | human flesh to'tliemsélves 


as been more 


my pupils’ studies shall 
inte by them with impunity. 
law. acknowledges, all anatomical teachers 
equally, and was intended to administer to 
the;necessities of all, equally, Are not, then, 
those teachers who have been kept without 
dissection by these monopolists, and conse- 
quently without the means of getting their 
bread, in the strictest sense, robbed men? 
With to the disturbance (so often 
referred to by the same journalist) which 
disgraced the late meeting of pupils at the 
Albion Tavern, the blame does not rest with 
those who convened it for the purpose of 
peaceably petitioning Lord Melbourne to 
remove their grievances, but with those 
who ere | opposed their proceedings. 
And as “nothing can have a more injurious 
etiect in the eyes of the public than vari- 
ance and disunion,” let the cause be re- 
moved, by no teacher striving to continue 
the monopoly as an individual any longer, 
in any degree whatever, either mires Anal 


other means in his power, to promote the 


clandestinely, or he will entail upon 
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not to see and acknowledge the necessity 
of anatomy. I semain, your obedient ser- 
G. D, Dermorr. 


30, , Bedford-square, 
Deo. 18, 1832. 


REPLY OF MR. COSTELLO TO MR. WALKER. 


To the Editor of Tue Laycer. 


Sun,—It would have me a good 
deal of idle di ~ why =e you givena 
place in your valuable to the pa 


which I read before the Westminster So- 


angerous percussor, and 
jing done so, I showed the steps which 
I successively took to improve it; and I 
carefully stated the advantages of my pre- 
sent instrument. It was then observed to 
me, “ Your instrument is the very same as 
that of M. Heurteloup; it is a copy of it, 
it ig.a mere fac-simile of it.’’ It was pos- 
sible M. Heurteloup hit 
upon same improvement as | one, 
I therefore asked, was it constructed on the 
same mechanical principle? I was answered 
in the affirmative. To repel the charge of 
ing from him, I then asserted that I 
not seen his instrument, clearly mean- 
ing thet if M. es was on the 
same principle eas mine, 1 had not seen 
his improvement ; yet here Mr. Walker en- 
deavours to find me in contradiction with 
myself, and tries to prove it by a quotation 
from my own letter, which, if he had re- 
flected on it at all, would have shown him, 
how much he mistook my meaning. 

I wished the instruments to be compared 
for the benefit of the science, and acting 
upon this motto, 

Bi quid rectius istis 
Guntidus imperti i 
utere mecum.” 
T should have given mine or adopted his, 
and would net stain my hands by monopoly 
in such matter. Whep, sow that 
Heurteloup’s instrument retained many 0 
the defects of his first one, 1 felt relieved 
from the charge of having copied him ; in- 


of 
.|larly at the end of the penis; 


MR. COSTELLO'S PERCUTEUR.—LITHOTOMY. 


better pa Aleem to this learned body, Mr. 
Walker founds upon it a charge of indeli- 


me. 
r. Walker finds fault with me for not 
using a screw, instead of ahammer. Is he 
not aware that as much power may be ob. 
tained by the one as the other? who 
has said that the screw may not be employ. 
ed? If a longer quotation had been 
from my letter, he would have found, thet 
though Ammon, and the Monk of Citeau, 
m' ve ts of 
calculi as well as M. Heurteloup, that | 
have not thought of making the principle a 
matter : of this he 
may satisfy hi y lowing quota- 
After totally his claim to 
invention, I say, “ If M. Heurteloup can 
lay claim to any merit in this matter, it can 
= be that of having percussion 
with a hammer, ins' of pressure by a 
serew. If it be a merit (and that is the 
entire question), I shall grant it to him 
willingly ; what matters it to me whether 
it be M. Heurteloup or M. Civiale, or any 
other person, who is the author of an ope- 
rative process which really possesses advan- 
tages over that which has been already g0 
usefully and so extensively employed? 
I can use it surely as well as they. All 
desire is, that these advantages shall be 
real and well established, not chimerical or 
full of risk ; and that at each announcement 
of a new instrument, or a new process, we 
may not have to deplore some new experi- 
mental mishap, produeed by this mania of 
innovation.”” In England, we are anxious 
to show to foreigners how very liberal we 
are ; this is a very proper feeling as long as 
it is kept within the limits of justice to- 
wards a fellow-countryman. I have the 
honour to be, Sir, yours, &c. 
W. B. 
7, Parliament-st. 18th Dec. 1852. 


LONDON HOSPITAL, 
OPERATION OF LITHOTOMY—NO STONE 
DISCOVERABLE. 


J. W., wtat. 8 years, was admitted into 
this hospital, under the care of Mr. Scott, 
with symptoms of stone in the bladder ; he 
complained of frequent desire to water, and 
reat pain in voiding his urine, particu- 
the urine 
was frequently bloody, and sometimes it 
would stop while in the act of voiding it; 
had pain in the loins, and in fact every 
symptom of stone in the bladder. 


deed my submitting my instrument to the 


TEES 


FES 


410 
self the “ ridicule,” “ disgust,” and censure | Academy of Sciences, is a proof that I had 
too, not only of the profession, but the|nothing to fear from a comparison : yet, 
_ who are now too enlightened | m 
S| Mr. Walker bears the reputation of 
partial and just man, I therefore re- 
gret to see him among a knot of partisans, 
all occasions endeavoured to 
ili » depreciate, and misrepresent my 
labours. He says, I presented my instru- 
ment to the Society as my invention ; in this it mM 
he misrepresents me. He ought to have 
paid more attention. I presented the om 
| 
m 
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FRACTURED LEG.—LIPOMA OF THE TESTICLE. 


On his admission he was sounded by Mr. 
Scott, who thought he felt a small stone, 
which was also considered to be present by 
several of the pupils who were allowed to 
examine him. He had been operated on by 
that gentleman for this affection about four 
years ago, when a calculus was removed 
from his bladder. 

In consequence of these symptoms the 
boy was, on the 28th November, brought 
into the operating theatre, for the purpose 
of undergoing the operation of lithotomy. 
On being placed on the table, he was sounded 
by Mr. Scott, Sir William Blizard, Mr. 
Luke, and Mr. Adams, all of whom con- 
sidered they felt a calculus in the bladder ; 
in fact, no one ared to entertain the 
slightest doubt of one being there ; when, 
however, Mr. Scott had made the necessary 
incision into the bladder, and introduced 
the forceps, no stone could be felt, and after 
some time the patient was removed to his 
bed. A careful examination was made, to 
see if the stone bad passed out of the bladder 
with the gush of urine, but none could be 
discovered, although if one had been there 
it must have been found. , 

Immediately after the operation he took 
20 drops of the tincture of opium, and sub- 
sequently two doses, each containing 10 


29th. Passed a very restless night, crying 
and screaming very much. His skin is hot, 
pulse quick; his bowels have not been 
3 part of the urine passes through 
pees in perinzo, and part by the 


50th. Passed a better night, having had 
some comfortable sleep after taking 10 drops 

ing been relaxed, he is morni 
half an ounce of castor oil. moda 

From this time (10th December) he has 
been going on well; the whole of the urine 
now passes per urethram; the wound in 
perinewo has almost entirely healed up ; his 
general health is tolerably good, and he is 
now quite free from any symptom of stone 
ba although none has been dis- 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 


COMPOUND FRACTURE OF THE TIBIA AND 
FIBULA.—AMPUTATION, 


Cuantes Foster, xt. 12, a fine healthy- 
looking lad, was bronght to this Hospital 


on Tuesday afternoon, December 11th. 
Whilst riding on the box of a coach with 
his father at four p.m, the vehicle came sud- 


denly in contact with the jwheel of an- 


other, and the concussion threw the little 
ny from his seat to the vd and his 
ight leg being caught between the spokes, 
the mentioned above. The 
boy was taken up , and when ad- 
mitted it was found that there was an ex- 
tensive wound just above the internal mal- 
leolus, through which opening the tibia. 
rojected to the extent of six or seven 
inches, the lower half being denuded of pe- 
riosteum. This was the only open lesion of 
the integuments. The fibula was fractured 
in several points. The pulsations of the 
posterior and anterior tibial arteries could 
be distinctly felt. Mr. Ward, the house- 
surgeon, thinking this a decided case for 
immediate amputation, dis’ a@ mes- 
senger directly to Mr. Earle. In the mean 
time the wound was cleansed, and an at~: 
tempt made at reduction, which, however, 
as it gave great pain, was quickly disconti- 
ne Mr. Earle, on bis arrival, coincided 
in the opinion that speedy amputation was 
in the lacerated: 
and contused state of the soft parts, and the 
comminuted condition of the fibula. The 
patient was, therefore, removed to the ope- 
rating theatre, and the leg amputated below 
the knee by the circular incision. eae 
notice that Mr. Earle, according to his: 
usual practice, in dividing the tibia, first 
used the saw anteriorly, in an oblique direc. 
tion, then separated bone transversely, 
intersecting the former line. This he does: 
in order to avoid the inconveniences often’ 
resulting from the sharp edge of the bone. 
pressing on the integument covering the 
stump. 
12° Passed a tolerably comfortable night, 
although he has had little sleep. A cold 
wetted cloth is applied to the stump. No 
feverishness. The bowels not being open, 
an enema communis is ordered, and mistura 
salin, every four hours. 
17. No unfavourable has ap- 
peared up to the present time. Adhesion 
of the wound has taken place to some extent, 
Slight discharge of healthy pus. The boy 
seems in a very quiet comfortable state, and 
has had no need of further medicine. Pulse 
120 and soft; tongue white, but moist; 


bowels open, 


LIPOMA OF THE TESTICLE. 


Charles Leader, etat. 25, a Tas 
bourer, entered this Hospital, . 12th, 
under the care of Mr.’Stanley. He has a 
growth from the testicle about as large as 
two chesnuts, and he attributes its origin to 
a blow which the ved seven 
months ago. While exercising a horse, he 
was jerked forward on the pummel of tho 
saddle. Swelling of the affected parts came 


on, with and pain. The surgeon: 
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whom he consulted, ordered the application 
of poultices and fomentations, but the pa- 
tient did not abstain from his usual employ- 
ments. The consequence was, that 
hardness and tension increased, and were 
accompanied with intense pain, till about 
three months since, 
guments began to “ pee’ 

“ sprouting” of the testicle commenced, 
This was accompanied ze feeling of great 
ease to the patient, who has since been tole- 
rably well, and his principal anxiety is to 
get rid of the encum of the diseased 
mass. He boasts of enjoying, generally, 
good health, which was much interfered 
with by the acute’ suffering —_—— 
during the tense state of the tunica albuginea. 


performed the operation 
cording to the rule recommended in this 
ind of 


ase by Mr, Lawrence. After mak- 

ing a free incision through the integument 
the excrescence, he proceeded to 

remove the latter, freely, with the scalpel, 
on a level with ere 
was slight hemorrhage till the vessels were 
The patient then returned to his 
bed, with a very cheerful countenance. 
The operation was neatly executed, Mr. 
S. explained to the class that this was one 
of those fungi of the testis which by the 
ancients were deemed always malignant. 
Modern experieuce, however, as was well 
shown by Mr. Lawrence,—in bis paper in 
the Edin. Med. and Surg. Journal,—had 
discovered i distinctions, and that 
in this kind of case the fungoid growth was 
decidedly non-malignant, readily yielding 
to judicious treatment. It consisted of a 
ion of the tubuli seminiferi through 

che tunics and integuments. In the excised 
mass might be seen @ small portion of the 
testicle itself, apparently quite healthy. 
Near this we observed a ition of mat - 
ter resembling that of scrofula, but of its 


nature we cannot speak precisely. 


. | troductory 


FUNGOID DISEASE OF THE ARM. 


To the present time the patient's pro. 
gress has very favourable, the 
pearance of the wound and the state of his 
general health indicating a speedy re. 
covery. 


DR. ELLIOTSON AND HIS SLANDERER. 

We readily insert the following com. 
munications, which have been transmitted to 
Dr. Ertiotson by Dr. A. T. and 
Mr. T. Coates. The contents of these 
documents decide what is the character, 
and what must be the fate, of the despicable 
journal which is sold by Messrs. Lonomay, 


Note from Dr. Thomson... 


“ 3, Hinde Street, Dec. 6, 1832, 

*« Dr. Thomson presents his compliments 
to Dr. Elliotson. He has seen seveial of 
the eS and he is authorized to state 
to Dr. Eliiotson, what indeed he might 
have ‘stated on his own authority, that no 
such measure as that of examining an in- 
address before it has been de- 
livered has been proposed to the profes- 
sors, nor does any of them contemplate, or 
intend to propose, a measure of that kind.” 

Letter from Mr. Coates. 

“ University of London, Dec. 14, 1832, 
My dear Sir,—T'he Committee of Ma- 
nagement direct me to thank you very sin- 
cerely for the lecture which you delivered 
at the request of the Council at the opening 
of the medical classes. 

‘« The Committee would have conveyed to 


you before this time their acknowledgment 


of your lecture, but they were desirous that 
this.should be done by vote of the Council; 
as the vacation in one instance, however, 


and the elections ina second, have prevented 
the monthly meetings 


of that body, the 
Committee think it is incumbent on them 


to communicate to you their thanks without 
further delay. I am, my dear Sir, your 
very faithful and obedient Servant, 


Tuomas Coates, 
«To Dr, Elliotson, 
&e., &c., &e.” 


NAVAL ASSISTANT-SURCEONS. 


Tothe Faitor of Tux Lancer. 


that valuable class of officers, the ussistant- 
surgeons of his Majesty’s Navy. Iu the 
first place, has the orde: 


rin council of Janu- 


ary 1805 ever been taken notice of by the 
late or present admiralty? I answer, No. 
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treat 
quart 
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geon 
deck 
with 
tion, 
Dec. 1. His treatment bas simply con- SC 
sisted in the application of evaporating 
lotions and linseed poultice. There appears 
to Mr. likelibood of the sponta- = 
neous cure whi takes place by sloughing, 
and he therefore determines, with the man’s 
consent, to remove the fungus with the| 
— Within the last day or two it has} 
necessary to give the patient hyd. 
creta, with pulv. Doveri, to regulate the ac- | 
tion of the bowels, which were too much | 
relaxed. They are now restored to their | 
discharges pus of a thick consistence since 
the application of the poultices: it is not : 
— in its growth. ‘The testicle from 
which it springs is not easily irritated on 
pressure, and the feel of it appears to be 
natural. 
Sirn,—Permit me, an old subscriber, to 
your highly-esteemed journal, to call your 
attention to the 7 - state of 


.CHOLERA.—EGYPTIAN PUPILS._LEUCORRHGA. 


devised, and so actively conducted, statis- 
tics may, for the future, be banished from 
the literature of cholera; and our Boards of 


The assistant are still considered 
by admirals, captains, and other officers of 
his Majesty’s fleet, as petty officers, and 
treated as such,—a grade no higher than 


uarter-master or boatswain’s-mate ; with 
this difference ; first, that the assistant-sur- 
geons are permitted to walk the quarter- 
deck ; secondly, they are obliged to mess 


with boys, where study is out of the ques- | 


tion, deprived of the means of even im- 
proving themselves, not being allowed 
cabins; thirdly and lastly, they are sub- 
jected to the gross injustice of the present 
admiralty, in filling up the present va- 
cancies on shore. Witness the late ap- 
pointments at Sheerness and Chatham, of 
young men who have no claim on the ser- 
vice whatever, who, in fact, entered the; 
navy yesterday, as it were, while the old 
assistants who have. served in the war .are 
“hove on the shelf.” ‘ Has Sir William 
Burnett nothing to do with these int- 
ments? I should hope not, for Apes as 
it is a black business, whoever had « band 
in the ing. By inserting this let- 
ter in your popular journal you will ex- 
tremely av il 

One.or tue 


Chatham, Nov. 12, 1832. 


STATISTICS IN CHOLERA. 


“A commission, composed of MM. Cha- |" 
teaubriand, Parent. du Chatelet, Villerme, |. 


and others, is employed most assiduously, 
in the collection of all the statistical facts 
relative to the progress of the late er 
in the department of the Seine. Tabular 
documents are in formation in the eighty- 
four communes of the departments, contain- 
ing official statements, 1st, -of the date.of 
the invasion of the disease ; 2nd, on the 
number of cases and deaths ; 3rd, of the 
names, ages, sex, professions, and habita- 
tions of the deceased ;. 4th, on the state of 
the commune, the disposition of the streets, 
the direction of the rivulets, the presence or 
absence of stagnant water, of unwholesome 
pump water, of the general occupation 

the Ehebiteata, of the number and kind of 
lower animals, &c.; 5th, of the number of 
deaths during preceding years, and of the 
known causes of existing insalubrity in each 
district, and of the means of the removal of 
such causes. A table constructed of such 
materials must be rich indeed in its statisti- 
cal conclusions; and will show, once for 
all, whether statistics are of the least use in 
the study of epidemic diseases. If this 
commission fail in obtaining some practi- 


Health will have nothing to do beyond con- 
tracting for coffins and doctors, and keep- 


ing an account of the ex ture thus in- 
<5 


EXAMINATION OF THE YOUNG EGYPTIANS 
AT THE ECOLE DE MEDECINE. 4 
On Sunday, the 19th Nov,, the young 
ptians, brought to Europe by M.C lot, 
were publicly examined at the School of 
Medicine in Paris, by MM, Orfila, Dupuy- 
tren, Breschet, Pariset, and Be “Their 


answers were highly Several 
of ‘the young men speak French. Two or 
three were. interregaed.through the, me- 


dium,of;an interpreter. | They had:all made 
.ns,students of the Pa- 
ing, on:theiday-praced- 
ing their examination... ‘ednesday M. 


veral surgical 
dexterity. 


Our. readers will mot forget that.M. 
is the surgeonwho removed with suc- 
cess the. enormous. scrotal elepbantiasis 
from ‘an rate militery bos- 
pital at Abeuzebél, near-Gsiro. Ww 
M. L’Heretier states, that leucorrbeea 
yields’ readily to the’ employment of this 
medicine, adiitiistered in the form of pi 
or Syrup, ‘To ptépare the former, he mixes 
liquid’ styrax with ag'mucth liquorice pow- 
der as ‘is necessary to bring it toa 
may be given . The syrup is composed 
four pounds. In the form of pills the ac- 
tion is more prompt than with the syrup. Of 
the latter six desserts is are to be used 
daily. The mode of action of this remed 
to be aud wi 
at ; but it possesses the advan- 
tage of being free from’ the disagreeable 
taste which, in many cases, renders the em- 
ployment of copaiba impracticable. Nei- 
ther does the styrax occasion the annoying 
éructations almost invariably pro- 
duces. The Styrax, finally, acts variously 
on the bowels, in some persons producing a 
constipating, in others a mildly laxative 


The ‘chemical pathology of continued 
fever” tho tex: dhe 


cally beneficial results from so well 


demic prize at the Institute of France. 
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self the “‘ ridicule,” disgust,” and censure 
too, not only of the profession, but the 
community, who are now too enlightened 
not to see and acknowledge the necessity 
of anatomy. 1 remain, your obedient ser- 


vant, 
G. D. Deamorr,. 
30, Francis-street, Bedford-square, 
Dee, 18, 1832. 


REPLY OF MR. COSTELLO TO MR. WALKER. 


To the Editor of Tux Lancer, 


Sin,—It would have spared me a good 
deal of idle disputation, had you ph nag a 
plaee in your valuable pages to the paper 
which I read before the Westminster fo. 
ciety. Mr. Walker bears the reputation of 
an impartial and just man, I therefore re- 
gret to see him among a knot of partisans, 
who on all occasions have endeavoured to 
vilipend, reciate, and misrepresent m 
I presented my 
ment to the Society as my invention ; in this 
he misrepresents me. He ought to have 
paid more attention. I presented the ori- 
_— defective and dangerous percussor, and 

ing done so, 1 showed the steps which 
I successively took to improve it; and I 
carefully stated the advantages of my pre- 
sent instrament. It was then observed to 
me, ‘* Your instrument is the very same as 
that of M. Heurteloup ; it is a copy of it, 
it isa mere fac-simile of it.’’ It was pos- 
sible that M. Heurteloup might have hit 
upon the same improvement as I had done, 
I therefore asked, was it constructed on the 
same mechanical principle? | was answered 
in the affirmative. To repel the charge of 
copying from him, I then asserted that I 
bad not seen his instrument, clearly mean- 
ing that if M. Heurteloup’s was on the 
same principle as mine, | had not seen 
his improvement ; yet here Mr. Walker en- 
deavours to find me in contradiction with 
myself, and tries to prove it = & quotation 
from my own letter, which, if he had re- 
flected on it at all, would have shown him, 
how much he mistook my meaning. 

I wished the instruments to be compared 
for the benefit of the science, and acting 
upon this motto, 

“ Si quid rectius istis cognovisti 
Candidas imperti i si non 
His utere mecum.”’ 
I should have given mine or adopted his, 
and would net stain my hands by monopoly 
in such a matcer. When I saw that M. 


Heurteloup's instrument retained many of 
the defects of his first one, ! felt relieved 
from the charge of baving copied him ; in- 
deed my submitting my instrument to the 


Academy of Sciences, is a proof that I bad 
nothing to fear comparison: yet, 
singularly enough, I present a 
better instrument to this learned body, Mr. 
Walker founds upon it a charge of indeli- 
cacy against me. 

Mr. Walker finds fault with me for not 
using a screw, instead of ahammer. Is he 
not aware that as much power y Awe 
tained by the oue as the other ? who 
has said that the screw may not be employ- 
ed? If a longer quotation had been ; 
from my letter, he would have found, that 
though Ammon, and the Monk of Citeau, 
percussion, although Dr. Civiale 
and myself have percussed fragments of 
calculi as well as M, Heurteloup, that I 
have not thought of making the principle a 
matter of contestation with him : of this he 
may satisfy bimself by the following quota- 
tion. After totally denying his claim to 


invention, I say, “ If M. eurteloup can 
lay claim to any merit in this matter, it can 
only be that of having te percussion 
with a hammer, instead of pressure by a 
screw. If it be a merit (and that is the 
entire question), I shall grant it to him 
willingly ; what matters it to me whether 
it be M. Heurteloup or M. Civiale, or any 
other person, who is the author of an ope- 
rative process which really possesses advan- 
tages over that which has been already so 
usefully and so extensively employed ? 
I can use it surely as well as they. 
desire is, that these advantages shall be 
real and well established, not chimerical or 
full of risk ; and that at each announcement 
of a new instrument, or a new process, we 
may not have to deplore some new experi- 

ishap, produced by this mania of 
innovation.” Ia England, we are anxious 
to show to foreigners how very liberal we 
are ; this is a very proper feeling as long as 
it is kept within the limits of justice to- 
wards a fellow-countryman. have the 
honour to be, Sir, yours, &c. 

W. B. 

7, Parliament-st. 18th Dec. 1852. 


LONDON HOSPITAL, 


OPERATION OF LITHOTOMY—NO STONE 
DISCOVERABLE. 


J. W., wtat. 8 » was admitted into 
this hospital, er the care of Mr. Scott, 
with symptoms of stone in the bladder ; he 
complained of frequent desire to water, and 
of pain in voiding his urine, particu- 
larly at the end of the penis; the urine 
was ye wee | bloody, and sometimes it 
would stop while in the act of voiding it ; 
had pain in the loins, and im fact every 
symptom of stone in the bladder. 
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FRACTURED LEG.—LIPOMA OF THE TESTICLE. an 


On his admission he was sounded by Mr. 
Seott, who thought he felt a small stone, 
which was also considered to be present by 
several of the pupils who were allowed to 
examine him. He had been operated on by 
that gentleman for this affection about four 

ears ago, when a calculus was removed 
tees his bladder. 

In consequence of these symptoms the 
boy was, on the 28th November, brought 
into the operating theatre, for the purpose 
of undergoing the operation of lithotomy. 
On being placed on the table, he was sounded 
by Mr. Scott, Sir William Blizard, Mr. 
Luke, and Mr. Adams, all of whom con- 
sidered they felt a calculus in the bladder ; 
in fact, no one appeared to entertain the 
slightest doubt of one being there ; when, 
however, Mr. Scott had made the necessary 
incision into the bladder, and introduced 
the forceps, no stone could be felt, and after 
some time the patient was removed to his 
bed. A careful examination was made, to 
see if the stone had passed out of the bladder 
with the gush of urine, but none could be 
discovered, although if one had been there 
it must have been found, 

Immediately after the operation he took 
20 drops of the tincture of opium, and sub- 
— two doses, each containing 10 

ps. 

29th. Passed a very restless night, crying 
and screaming very much. His skin is hot, 
pulse quick; his bowels have not been 
opened ; part of the urine passes through 

wound in perinwo, and part by the 
urethra. 

30th. Passed a better night, having had 
some comfortable sleep after taking 10 drops 
of the tincture of opium. His bowels not 
having been relaxed, he took this morning 
half an ounce of castor oil. 

From this time (10th December) he has 
been going on well ; the whole of the urine 
now passes per urethram; the wound in 
perinwo has almost entirely healed up ; his 
general health is tolerably good, and he is 
now quite free from any symptom of stone 
in the bladder, although none has been dis- 
covered, 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 


COMPOUND FRACTURE OF THE TIBIA AND 
PIBULA.—AMPUTATION. 


Cuarces Foster, xt. 12, a fine healthy- 
looking lad, was brought to this Hospital 
on Tuesday afternoon, December 11th. 
Whilst riding on the box of a coach with 
his father at four p.m, the vehicle came sud- 
denly in contact with the wheel of an- 


other, and the concussion threw the little 
fellow from his seat to the ground, and his 
right leg being caught between the spokes, 
received the injury mentioned above. The 
boy was taken up senseless, and when ad- 
mitted it was found that there was an ex- 
tensive wound just above the internal mal- 
leolus, through which opening the tibia 
projected to the extent of six or seven 
inches, the lower half being denuded of pe- 
riosteum, This was the only open lesion of 
the integuments. The fibula was fractured 
in several points. The pulsations of the 
posterior and anterior tibial arteries could 
be distinctly felt. Mr. Ward, the house- 
surgeon, thinking this a decided case for 
immediate amputation, dispatched a mes-’ 
senger directly to Mr. Earle. In the mean 
time the wound was cleansed, and an at- 
tempt made at reduction, which, however, 
as it gave great pain, was quickly disconti- 
nued. Mr. Earle, on bis arrival, coincided 
in the opinion that speedy amputation was 
requisite, in uence of the lacerated 
and contused state of the soft parts, and the 
comminuted condition of the fibula. The 
patient was, therefore, removed to the ope- 
rating theatre, and the leg amputated below 
the knee by the circular incision. We may 
notice that Mr. Earle, according to his 
usual practice, in dividing the tbia, first 
used the saw anteriorly, in anoblique direc- 
tion, then separated the bone transversely, 
intersecting the former line. ‘This he does 
in order to avoid the inconveniences often 
resulting from the sharp edge of the bone 
pressing on the integument covering the 
stump. 

12. Passed a tolerably comfortable night, 
although he has had little sleep. A cold 
wetted cloth is applied to the stump. No 
feverishness. The bowels not being open, 
an enema communis is ordered, and mistura 
salin, every four hours. 

17. No unfavourable symptom has ap- 
peared up to the present time, Adhesion 
of the wound has taken place to some extent, 
Slight discharge of hea ~ pus. The boy 
seems in a very quiet comfortable state, and 
has had no need of further medicine. Pulse 
120 and soft; tongue white, but moist; 
bowels open. 


LIPOMA OF THE TESTICLE. 


Charles Leader, xtat. 25, a garden la- 
bourer, entered this Hospital, Oct. 12th, 
under the care of Mr.’Stanley. He has a 
growth from the testicle about as large as 
two chesnuts, and he attributes its origin to 
a blow which the organ received seven 
months ago. While exercising a horse, he 
was jerked forward on the pummel of the 
saddle. Swelling of the affected parts came 
on, with redness and pain. The surgeon 
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whom he consulted, ordered the application 
of poultices and fomentations, but the pa- 
tient did not abstain from his usual employ- 
ments. The consequence was, that 
ness and tension increased, and were 
accompanied with intense pain, till about 
three months since, when the scrotal inte- 
guments began to “peel off,” and the 
“* sprouting” of the testicle commenced, 
This was accompanied by a feeling of great 
ease to the patient, who bas since been tole- 
rably well, and his principal anxiety is to 
get rid of the encum of the diseased 
mass. He boasts of enjoying, generally, 
good health, which was much interfered 
with by the acute suffering experienced 
during the tense state of the tunica albuginea. 


Dec. 1. His treatment bas simply con- 
sisted in the application of evaporating 
lotions and linseed poultice. There appears 
to Mr. Stanley no likelihood of the spoata- 
neous cure which takes place by sloughing, 
and he therefore determines, with the man’s 
consent, to remove the fungus with the 
knife. Within the last day or two it has 
been necessary to give the patient hyd. c. 
ereta, with pulv. Doveri, to regulate the ac- 
tion of the bowels, which were too much 
relaxed. They are now restored to their 
normal condition. The protruded mass 
b= pus of a thick consistence since 


a ion of the poultices: it is not 
= in its growth. The testicle from 
which it springs is not easily irritated on 
natural. 


Mr. performed the operation ac- 
cording to the rule recommended in this 
kind of case by Mr. Lawrence. After mak- 
ing a free incision through the integument 
bounding the excrescence, he proceeded to 
remove the latter, freely, with the scalpel, 
on a level with the scrotal surface. ‘There 
was slight hemorrhage till the vessels were 
secured, The patient then returned to his 
bed, with a very cheerful countenance. 
The tion was neatly executed. Mr. 
Ss. tealietesd to the class that this was one 
of those fungi of the testis which by the 
ancients were deemed always malignant. 
Modern experieuce, however, as was well 
shown by Mr. Lawrence,—in his paper in 
the Edin. Med. and Surg. Journal,—had 
discovered i t distinctions, and that 
in this kind of case the fungoid growth was 
decidedly non-maliguant, readily yielding 
to judicious treatment. It consisted of a 

ion of the tubuli seminiferi through 
che tunics and in nts. inthe excised 
mass might be seen a small portion of the 
testicle itself, apparently quite healthy. 
Near this we observed a cancion of mat - 
ter resembling that of scrofula, but of its 


nature we cannot speak precisely. 


FUNGOID DISEASE OF THE ARM. 


To the 
gress has 
pearance of the wound and the state of his 
general health indicating a speedy re- 
covery. 


resent time the patient's 
very favourable, 


DR. ELLIOTSON AND HIS SLANDERER. 

We readily insert the following com- 
munications, #hich have been transmitted to 
Dr. Exuiotson by Dr. A. T. Tnomson and 
Mr. T. Coates. The contents of these 
documents decide what is the character, 
and what must be the fate, of the despicable 
journal which is sold by Messrs. Lonoman. 

Note from Dr. Thomson. 
*« 3, Hinde Street, Dec. 6, 1832. 

“ Dr. Thomson presents his compliments 
to Dr. Elliotson. He has seen several of 
the professors, and he is authorized to state 
to Dr. Elliotson, what indeed he might 
have stated on his own authority, that no 
such measure as that of examining an in- 
troductory address before it has been de- 
livered has been proposed to the profes- 
| Sors, nor does any of them contemplate, or 
| intend to propose, a measure of that kind.” 


Letter from Mr, Coates. 


“ University of London, Dec. 14, 1832. 

My dear Sir,—The Committee of Ma- 
nagement direct me to thank you very sin- 
cerely for the lecture which you delivered 
at the request of the Council at the opening 
of the medical classes, 

** The Committee would have conveyed to 
you before this time their acknowledgment 
of your lecture, but they were desirous that 
this should be done by vote of the Council ; 
as the vacation in oue instance, however, 
and the elections ina second, have prevented 
the monthly meetings of that body, the 
Committee think it is incumbent on them 
to communicate to you their thanks without 
further delay. I am, my dear Sir, your 
very faithful and obedient Servant, 


Tuomas Coates, 
« To Dr, Elliotson, 
&e., &e., 


NAVAL ASSISTANT-SU RO EONS. 


To the Editor of Tus Lancet. 


Sir,—Permit me, an old subscriber, to 
your highly-esteemed journal, to call your 
attention to the present degraded state of 
that valuable class of officers, the assistant- 
surgeons of his Majesty's Navy. In the 
first place, has the order in council of Janu- 
ary 1805 ever been taken notice of by the 


late or present admiralty? I answer, No. 


an 
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The assistant- are still considered | devised, and so actively conducted, statis- 
by aduirals, ins, and other officers of| tics may, for the future, be banished from 
his Majesty's fleet, as petty officers, and | the literature of cholera; and our Boards of 
treated as such,—a grave no higher than Health will have nothing to do beyond con- 
quarter-master or boatswain'’s-mate ; with | tracting for coffins and doctors, and keep- 
this difference ; first, that the assistant-sur- | ing an account of the expenditere thus in- 
ro are permitted to walk the quarter- | curred. 

k ; secondly, they are obliged to mess 
with boys, where study is out of the ques-| EXAMINATION OF THE YOUNG EGYPTIANS 
tion, deprived of the means of even im- AT THE ECOLE DE MEDECINE. 
proving themselves, not being allowed! Qn Sunday, the 19th Nov., the young 
cabins ; thirdly and lastly, they are sub-| Egyptians, brought to Europe by M.C lot, 
jected to the gross injustice of the present were publicly examined at the School of 
admiralty, in filling up the present va-| Medicine in Paris, by MM. Orfila, Dupuy- 
cancies on shore. Witness the late ap-| tren, Breschet, Pariset, and Begin, Their 
pointments at Sheerness and Chatham, of answers were highly satistactory. Several 
young men who have no claim on the ser-/|of the young men speak French. Two or 
vice whatever, who, in fact, entered the | three were interrogated through the me- 
navy yesterday, as it were, while the old | dium ofan interpreter. They had al! made 
assistants who have served in the war are | their first inscription as students of the Pa- 


“hove on the shelf.” Has Sir William | ris Faculty of Medicine, on the day preced- 


Burnett nothing to do with these appoint- 
ments? I should hope not, for his suke, as 
it is a black business, whoever had a hand 
in the proceeding. By inserting this let- 
ter in your popular journal you will ex- 
tremely oblige, 

One or tut Decrapven. 


Chatham, Nov. 12, 1832. 


STATISTICS IN CHOLERA. 


A commission, composed of MM. Cha- 
teaubriand, Parent du Chatelet, Villerme, 
and others, is employed most assiduously, 
in the collection of all the statistical facts 
relative to the progress of the late epidemic 
in the department of the Seine. Tabular 
documents are in formation in the eighty- 
four communes of the departments, contain- 
ing official statements, ist, of the date of 
the invasion of the disease ; 2nd, on the 
number of cases and deaths ; 3rd, of the 
names, ages, sex, professions, and habita- 
tions of the deceased; 4th, on the state of 
the commune, the disposition of the streets, 
the direction of the rivulets, the presence or 
absence of stagnant water, of unwholesome 
manufactures ; of the nature of the well and 
pump water, of the general occupation of 
the inhabitants, of the number and kind of 
lower animals, &c.; 5th, of the number of 
deaths during preceding years, and of the 
known causes of existing insalubrity in each 
district, and of the means of the removal of 
such causes. A table constructed of such 
materials must be rich indeed in its statisti- 
cal conclusions; and will show, once for 
all, whether statistics are of the least use in 
the study of epidemic diseases. If this 
commission fail in obtaining some practi- 


cally beneficial results from labours so well 


ing their examination. On Wednesday M. 
Clot visited La Charité, and performed se- 
veral surgical operations, with unrivalled 
dexterity. M.Lisfranc (the French Lis- 
ton) complimented M. Clot in the most de- 
licate terms, as well on his surgical address, 
as his exertions in the revival of medicine in 
Egypt. Our readers will not forget that M. 
Clot is the surgeon who removed with suc- 
cess the enormous scrotal elephantiasis 
from an Egyptian soldier, at a military hos- 
pital at Abouzabel, near Cairo. 


USE OF STYRAX IN LEUCORRHG@A. 


M. L'Heretier states, that leucorrhca 
yields readily to the employment of this 
medicine, administered in the form of pills 
or syrup. ‘To prepare the former, he mixes 
liquid styrax with as much liquorice pow- 
der as is necessary to bring it to a proper 
consistence. Of these, from six to twelve 
may be given daily. The syrup is composed 
of styrax two ounces, water two pounds, su- 
gar four pounds. In the form of pills the ac- 
tion is more prompt than with the syrup. Of 
the latter six dessertspoonfuls are tobe used 
daily. The mode of action of this remed 
seems to be identical and equivalent wi 
that of copaiba ; but it possesses the advan- 
tage of being free from the disagreeable 
taste which, in many cases, renders the em- 
ployment of copaiba impracticable. Nei- 
ther does the stvrax occasion the annoying 
eructations copaiba almost invariably pro- 
duces. ‘The styrax, finally, acts variously 
on the bowels, in some persons producing a 
constipating, in others a mildly laxative 
etfect.—Lancette Frangaise. 


The ** chemical pathology of continued 
fever” forms the subject the next aca- 
demic prize at the lustitute of France, 


41a BODIES FOR DISSECTION.—PLOT.—DR. STEVENS. 


An Observer in the East, The publication 
of the letter would only increase the mis- 
chief. Ever alive to the best interests of 
the students, we cannot attempt to obtain a 
distant benefit through the instrumentality 
of an immediate injury. The parochial} 
Officers in several instances are courting 

blic odium, by the stupid, not to say the 

t manner in which they transmit 
bodies for dissection, The bodies have 
been conveyed to the dissecting-room con- 
nected with one hospital in mid-day, with- 


out the slightest attempt at concealment. 
Again we ask, into whose pocket does the 
money flow which is still demanded from 
the overburdened student? If the parochial | 
officers sell the bodies of the poor, shame | 
be on their heads. But if the lecturers re- | 
ceive the bodies gratuitously, and then dis- 


of them to the students at prices vary- | 


ing from four to eight guineas,—shame ! 
eternal shame! must ultimately fall on 
these rapacious mock-advocates of science. 


Anatomists Srupeyts.—A t | 
number of medical students, whose eyes 
r to have hecome more widely open 

18 Season than at any previous one since 


professors running about from warkhouse 
to workhouse, cap in hand, to beg the gift 
of what, with a touch of Irish wit, they call 
** unclaimed bodies”—some of the oldest 
schools almost without a subject, and all 
left to the chance of a supply, which cannot 
be lasting, because it is obtained on terms 
which are opposed to the general good 
sense and feelings of the public.” We ad- 
vise our young friends not to forget thé 
“refunding” which has been promised 
them with a view to stop further complaints, 


Prior aoatnst a Purtt.—The fol 
statement has been sent to us :—Fifteen pu- 
pils of an anatomical school, entreat the 
Editor of Tne Lancer to afford them the 
best meuns of appealing to the sympathy 
and justice of their fellow pupils, in i 
to an affair which is the subject of indig- 
nant remark in every place where the sub- 
ject is discussed. A few days ago a 
Mr. B., a pupil of the school, obtained 

ission of the senior demonstrator, to 
introdace a friend to the dissecting-rooms. 
An official, connected with the establish- 
ment, and distinguished for the vulgarity 
of his manners, at once ordered the visiter 
out of the apartment ; and upon a gentle- 
manly and spirited remonstrance being made 
by Mr. B., he was treated with the greatest 


Tue Lancet commenced its career, com-| indignity. The official subsequently, and 
plain of their being required to pay at the | with great meanness, made common cause 
schools of anatomy for that which the sellers | With a low-minded individual, and conjoint- 
(the anatomists) obtain by begging—the | ly enlisted on their side a colleague, formi 
bodies of the deceased poor. One of these | ® triumvirate which immediately concoc 
students (a Bartholomew's pupil) says that| the expulsion of Mr. B. from the class! 
the lecturers talk of neruxpixo at rng Should they succeed, and they will do so, 
END OF THE SEASON in that establishment ;| unless the pupils interpose, the pupil will 
* but,” he adds, * when it is remembered | be ruined, robbed of his money, bis time 
that a parish funeral only costs a few shil-| will have been wasted, his spirit broken, 
lings (and they allow the remains nothing 9d bis character ruined by the stigma 
more), and that the extra expense has only | inevitably consequent on expulsion. We 
been that of conveying the subjects—first, | ask our companions—Is tmis TO BE EN- 
from St. Giles’s Workhouse, and, secondly, | DRED? 

the few bones left, to the churchyard of old 


St. Pancras—what can be thought of the 
price of four guineas for each subject, and 
what confidence can be placed in the talk) 
of refunding, with such an overcharge in the | 
first instance?’ He supposes, however, that | 
the surplus in the charge goes to pay for) 
the exertions of the mendicants at the 
workhouses. One and all of our corre- 
spondents complain of the present indecent 
scramble. The following extract shows 
the character of the feeling which prevails 

erally amongst them on this subject :— 
* On arriving in town, I —_— to find 
that some well-organised plan had been 
arranged for the supply of anatomical sub- 
jects, and that on such open ground as 
would have ies our respect and 
support: j then my surprise at 
Sather steeping at sixes and sevens, the 


Drs. Srevens ann Hopcxtx.—A friend 
of Dr. Stevens, of ,saline-treatment fame 
(whose initials we cannot decipher), di- 
rects our attention to what he regards as 
the “« highly favourable and gratifying no- 
tice” which Dr. Stevens’s work has re- 
ceived in the appendix to Dr. Hodgkin's 
translation of “ Edwards on Life,” and 
thinks it should be cast into the scale 
against certain opinions of our own. Why, 
true itis that Dr. Hodgkin expresses his 
admiration of Dr. Stevens’s chemical dis- 
coveries, but then we do not consider the 
morbid anatomist to be an oracle in chemi- 
cal matters, and, moreover, he has not re- 
peated one of the chemical experiments in 
Dr. Stevens's book. Let our correspond- 
ent observe what happens when Dr, 


Hodgkin is pronouncing an opinion on a 
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matter in which he is a competent autho- 
rity—namely, that respecting the microsco- 
pical structure of the blood, the pretended 
globules of which Dr. Stevens ‘‘ discovered” 
to be nothing more than pigmy bubbles of 

&e. &e. Why, in that case, Dr. Hodg- 

who has himself made the globules of 
the blood his particular study, exposes the 
source of Dr. Stevens's blunder in almost 
the very terms by Tue Lancer. 
While upon this subject, let us remark, 
moreover, that we have noticed the follow- 
ing curious circumstances respecting Dr. 
Hodgkin's testimonial of approbation. In 


the preface Dr. Hodgkin uses these words : 

“* For the materials of the appendix I am 

tly indebted to the kindness of my 

friends, and it gives me re to em- 

brace this acknowledging 


respect, to Sir 

Dr. Stephens,” &c. Our 
readers will perceive Dr. Hodgkin's mode 
of spelling Dr. Stevens's name in this place. 
Well, in the appendix in which the “ zeal, 
self-devotion, and perseverance,” of Dr. 
ens, are extolled to the seventh heaven, 

the correct orthography is resumed through- 
out; and in the description of certain che- 
mical theories, Dr. Stevens’s peculiar phra- 
is too evident to be mistaken. It 

looks very much, from all these circum- 
stances, as though Dr. Stevens had at least 
lent a correcting hand in the i 


So, ‘ adding | P 
t 


al | knew 


originals, and the text consisting of a re- 
ference to the appearances, cases, &c., 
with a view to facilitate the study of mor- 
bid anatomy in connexion with symptoms. 
The object of this work and its plan we so 
highly approve, and the first number is, in 
most respects, so well executed, that we 
at once express a hope for its wide circu- 
lation in the profession. If the study of 
morbid anatomy can be aided bybooks at all, 
apart from the productions of nature itself, 
it is only by the addition of such a series 
of plates as are here projected. Criticism 
in il we must postpone for the present. 


The yopart of the operation, as Verar 
will perceive, has been communicated by our 

thorised correspondent. The remarks on the 
quarrels among the lecturers need not be published, 
after the opinion on the subject which we have 
already expressed. 


On reconsideration, we are induced to 
believe that Mr. Dermott will be inclined to with- 
draw his pro) | for taxing the living, in order to 
redeem the from the process of dissection. 
Mr. Dermott, we are quite certain, is sincere in his 
desire to relieve medical students from the difficul- 
ties which beset them, but we are persuaded 
his scheme with respect to the procuration 
bodies, is not a feasible one, and if made 
known, would be ill received by the public. 


Mr. 8. E. The circular address ema- 
nated, we are informed, from a body of most re- 
pectabh dical iti 8, who helda meeting 
and drew up the in question, without the 
knowledge or interference of the Editor. Mr W 
thing of the meeting until after it had taken 
lace, and did not see the circular until after it was 
in print. 


T. B. Jewin Street. The first epergne 
may sigh fora second, but surely those pupils who, 
like Mr. B., are under no obligations, will not sub- 
mit to be wheedled out of their money a second 
time. 


Mr. P. B. Lucas, of Cork. The commu- 
icati unhappily, contains only an addition to 


“* As the lamented 
death of my friend Mr. Joberns, late senior 
surgeon to your hospital, may probably occa- 
sion @ vacancy in the surgical department, | 
beg leave respectfully to state,” &c. Yes, 


Mr. Tuson, who was a pupil, dresser, and | aimost 


house-surgeon, in the identical hospital 


where Mr, Joberns held the office of senior | 


surgeon—Mr. Tuson having been thus 
eircumstanced for observation, considers 
that the death of Mr, Joberns may probably 
oceasion a vacancy in the ical depart- 
ment. Mr. ‘uson is right in his meaning, 
though not so in his expression. A vacancy 
is not occasioned by the death of the senior 
surgeon. 

New Work ow Moraip Anatomy.—Dr. 
J. Hope has forwarded to us the first No. of 
a work which he is on the eve of publish- 
ing, under the title of ‘‘ Morbid Anatomy, 

to the elements of M. Andral, 4c.” 
the illustrations being coloured from the 


the number of facts which have already proved 
useless in pointing out any recognised system of 
successful treatment in cholera. As the statements 
in Mr. Lacas’s letter exhibit no new evidence re- 
garding the malignant pestil » their publicati 
would be unavailing. If Mr. L. will farnish some 
strictly new matter in his promised second letter, we 
will give it a place in our pages. To some other 
of our cholera correspondents, we may also return 
similar answers. 

An Enome to all Humbug should have 
inthenticated his statements. It is but too true 
that nine-tenths of the dispensaries and infirmaries 
are mere quack-traps, but they never can be closed 
unless by the interference of an efficient medical 
police. In truth, there is some excuse for the gene- 
ral practitioner who resorts to such contrivances 
for — himself known in his neighbourhood, 
seeing that the Dubs and Bats are continually ad- 
Vertising themselves, and thus engrossing public 
attention by the announcement of trashy pamphlets 
and trashy courses of ‘‘ regular ” lectures. 


Mr. Grantham of Crayford, Kent, states 
that he relieved total deafness in one ear of a pa- 
tient, by the removal of an exostosis from the mea- 
tus auditorius externus. 

Interrogator. The to which our 


refers, shail be | 
threagh the mediom of an’ inquiry in 


le 
st 
rd 
se 

@ on of the proof sheets. 
aod thet together,” our 
=| will need no further reply. 
s! Deatu or Mr. Josenns.—Alas, it is 
0, too true, that Mr. Joberns is no more. His 
ill death was announced in The Times of 
ne Wednesday, and in the same paper a letter 
n, appeared from Mr. E. W. Tuson (addressed | 5 
. to the governors of the hospital), in which | 
e 
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We suspect that some thousands of the public 
money have been ill-best. ed ; but it would not be 
fair to condemn, in explicit terms, in an absence of 
a knowledge of the facts. 


Unrroresstonar Canps.—It a rs 
from communications which we are constantly re- 
ceiving on the subject, that the unprofessional cards 
of professional gentlemen are becoming more fre- 
quent than ever, and as we receive a great number 
of those issued by Mr. Bradford of Fleet Street, we 
think it right, for the sake of Mr. Bradford the pro- 
fession, and the public, to insert in this place a ver- 
batim copy of the one put into our hands :— 


« Mr. BRADFORD, 168, Fleet Street, 


Member of the College of Surgeons, and Licentiate 
of Apothecaries Hail, 


Respectfully informs the Public he gives Advice 
and Medicines to the Poor, Gratuitoasly, Every 


Morning before Nine, except Sundays, and that his | prof 


Charge< for Medicine will be according to the an- 

nexed Scale, which, together with the coustant at- 

tendance of able and experienced Assistants, will 

atlord that mpt attention which Medical Lnsti- 

tations in this Coantry are so miserably defective 

of; thas obviating that increase of Disease, the 

natural consequence of neglect in the first stage. 

« The Diseases of Children are made the subjects of 

particular study and attention. 

* Physicians’ Prescriptions prepared with the great- 
od sasuest. The best Medicines, and on the 
lowest Charges. 


_ Tooth-drawing and by a Professed 
“ Midwifery and all Surgical Operations. 
“ PRICES OF DRUGS. 


Genui ified Salts, Gd. per lb. ; Vd. 


doz. 
Syrup of 
Magnesia 
Figest Cold-drawn Castor Oil 4d. 
Carbonate of Sd. 
neture of 3d. 
Ditto Rhubarb 4d. 
per pint. 
Water, Rose ........+ 6d, 
Ditto Hysteric... 
Ditto Penay-royal Sd. 
Ditto Goulard... 2d, 
Ditto Peppermint 3d. 


« Leeches, the finest imported, at 24. each, and all 
Articles in the same proportion. 


“ Mr. B. is consulted in the Morning before 12, 
and in the Evening after 4. 


168, FLEET STREET.” 


A Student of St. Thomas's. The First 
Lines of Surgery vy Professor 8. Cooper. 


' An Apothecary. Surely the castigatiou 
has been tolerably severe already. ‘The facts spoke 
for themselves, and required no comment, He will 
be forsaken by the protession and the public, if not 
by the “ Governors,” unless they should happen to 


be his own paid agents. 
A King’s College Student. Instead of the 


disgusti tice of “ marking ’’ by a servant, an 
inseri ook should be kept in a hall attached 


UNPROFESSIONAL CARDS.—CORRESPONDENTS. 


to abuse. An efficient public examination shonld 
ever be made the grand test of a previous attention 
to study. “Many pupils complain that the system of 
** marking ” is still continued at King’s C 


E.e.e. Something of the kind has al- 
Teady been suggested. Our correspondent’s plan 
is, in many respects, comprebensive and able, but 
all circumstances considered, it would be better, 
probably, to leave the existing committees to push 
on their own arrangements, which, we w ly 
have the objects in view so much desired by our 
correspondent. 

The Strand Lane Ghost writes—‘‘ It is a 
fact well calculated to make those persons stare 
who do net know what a complete failure the 
Church and Tory College in the Strand has proved 
to be, that, in the very middle of the summer sea- 
son, the professor of zoology in that institution was 
rusticating at Bonn on the Rhine—a circumstance 
with which 1am made acquainted by the worthy 
fessor himself, in his preface to a little volume 
phabet of 


= pablighed under the title of an ‘ Al 

Our rendered the publication of 
B. G. H.’s letter unnecessary. 

The Meetings of the London Medical 

were adj d on Monday evening last, 

to the first Monday in the new year, 


over Chri 
Jan. 7. 

Mr. E. B. Sheriffs. The treatise and 
model were received a short time since—many 
months after the date of the letter. They shall be 


We have not vet been able to peruse 
with care the paper of Mfr. Bryan. 


of Tax 
seript was corrected by 
self, expressly publication in this Jeurnal. 
cannot undertake to send the volumes from our 
ollice, but they may be obtained on application 
made directly there, or to any beokseller in town or 
country. These things are all —_~ = in the 
country, and in most cases in town, through the 
medium of regularly- i agents. 

Mr. rson’s Treatise on Inflammation 
ay and is now under consideiation for 
review. 


Querist. No parliamentary inquiry took 
| wen in consequence of the presentation of Dr. 

arrison’s petition, but it is quite certain that the 
abuses of medical government will form the subject 
of discussion in the ensuing Parliament. 

Auctor. The work was received, and 
shall certeinly be reviewed when we know the 
quality of its contents, which as yet there has hardiy 
been time for us to ascertain. We are not in the 
habit of passing opinions on books belore perusal, 
like some of our contemporaries, who being anxious 
to obtain the insertion of extracts from their too- 
often-unjust and crude commendations, in the front 
columns of the newspapers, will p j 
ment on @ quarto volume within five mimotes after 
inspecting its covers—thus paying the expeoses of 
advertising their own journals, by a total sacrifice 
of their reputation, 

Mr. B.'s account of the proceedings of 
the Physical Society of Guy’s Hospital was not in- 
sertéd, because we were furnished with so many 
contradictory statements relative to the evening’s 
discussion, 


judg. 


Mr. Costello's communication, together 
with the engraving of his new instrument for grasp- 
ing stones in the , shall appear in our next 


leeture-room, but even this system is open 


noticed 
a A Phrenologist. The celebrated lectures 
of Dr. were inthe volume 


